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Wheredoes a travelwriterchoose to spendtheir
honeymoon?RowenaCarr-Allinsonoptedfor a

journeyonthelegendaryOrientExpress
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We
arrived at Bangkok' s

HualamphongStationon
a

hot
, muggy afternoonfull of

anticipation . Entering theOrientExpress

loungewasthestart to a journey in a parallel
universe .

Outside
, baggagehandlersscurried

around in pristineuniformswhilepassengers
mettheMaitre D

'

.

Aswesteppedaboardour

elegantdarkgreenandcreamwagon ,

wewere

transportedback in
time.

SMALLBUTPERFECT
Werushed to discoverourcabinandfound

a

bottle
of Champagneonice

,

with a lovely
welcomenote . OurPullmancabinwastiny ,

butbeautifulwith a bunkupholsteredwith
a

deepredChinese-inspired patternandfancy

pinkcurtainsandbrasslampsfor a European

edge .
Theen-suitebathroomwasmicroscopic

butcamewithdeliciouslyscentedBulgariThe
Vertproducts . Once in

,

weremember
(

too

late
)

aboutonlybringingonebagonboard

asthefloorspace is
at a premium . Despiteits

bijousize
,

welovedourcosy ,

intimate cabin

anditsdecadentcharmandhoney-toned

cherrywoodpanelling.

TheBangkok to Singaporeroutehasonly
beenoperationalsince1993 ,

buttheOrient

Express teamhaveensuredthecarsallooze
traditionalcolonialluxurymixedwithThaistyle
andMalaysiangrace .

Thetrainwasactually
modelledontheone in the1932Marlene

Dietrichmovie
, ShanghaiExpress . From

leavingBangkokanditstin-roofedshacks
,

housesonstiltsanddiligentcommunities on
therailside to ricepaddiesandthebright ,

lushjungle ,

it wassimply impossible to stop
staringout of

thewindowandtaking in
the

diversity of
life.

COLONIALLUXURY
In Malaysiathetrainstopped in

Butterworth

for a visit to thespiceisland
of Penang .

A

chequered historyof British
,Malaysianand
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Chineseinfluencemakes

GeorgeTowncolourfuland
diverse

,

fromthepeople to

thearchitecture : a realmelting

potof cultures .Thefirststop
is

at
thebeautifulChinese

Khooclanhouse
, impressive

withitsornate
,

colourfuland
intricatecarvings ,

statuesand
ancientwalldrawings .

We
thenhopinto a tinyrickshaw

,

-.

whichtakesuspastLittleIndia' s
traffic jams

andacross town to
thelegendaryEasternand

Orientalhotelfor a
much-needed cooldrirK.

TIMEFORTEA
Back in

ourcabin
,

teawasservedon a beautiful

silverservicetray ,

withappletartlets
,

carrotcake

andquiches . Beforedinner
,

weindulged in an

aperitif in
theObservationCart . Weembraced

theheat
, sights ,

soundsand fragrances of the

sultryMalayPeninsula andenjoyedcatching

thesunsetandminglingwhilesoakingupthe

atmosphere (

andtheCosmopolitans! ).

Dinner in one of threerestaurantcarswas a

realhighlight of thejourney ,

eachcarhad a

differentdecorandallweresetupwiththe
finest linensandsilverware .Thestaffwere

adorable
,

attentiveandvery , verysmiley.
LittlewonderThailandis

dubbed '
theland of

smiles.'Menareexpected to
wearjacketand

tieandladiescandress in
theirfinestgarb.

Thefoodwasconsistentlyfantasticwith a set
four-coursemenueverynight.

FONDFAREWELLS
Justthreenightsonboardand it feelslike

your ' trainfeet'havefinally found theright
motion . Butalltoosoon

,

it back to solid

earth . AftercrossingtheStraits of Johor
,

the
trainpulledintoSingaporeand

,unfortunately ,

it wasback to therealworld . We floatedoff
thetrain

,

wavedgoodbye to thecrewand
wereleft in nodoubtthisrailwaylegend
deserves itsglamorous reputation ;

wehad a

journey to remember
,

a perfecthoneymoon

voyageandthestuff of greatstories.
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ONENIGHTINBANGKOK...
Stay at

TheMetropolitan in Bangkok ( metropolitan.

bangkok.como.bzl ,
one of thehippestaddresses

in town
, perfectlylocated in

theSatonRoadarea.

Thezen-style rooms
,

sleekservice andgorgeous

spamake it
a perfecturbanhideaway ,

whilethe

newNahmrestaurant
(

sister to
London' s

)
willgive

you a real taste of Thaifood
,

theextraspicyway!

SOSINGAPORE
TheFullerton

(

fullertonhotel.

coml
,

withitsPalladianstyle

columnsoverlooking
MarinaBay is theplace
to stay in Singapore.
Book a

suitefor
fantasticviews

, enjoy
theoutdoorpoolon
the3rdflooroverlooking
BoatQuayanddon' t

miss

dinner at
TheLighthouse ,

their

fantasticrooftoprestaurant.

GOTHERE
ReturnflightswithEmirates fromLondonGatwick

to Bangkok (
outbound )

andSingapore to London

Gatwick
(

return
)

areavailablefrom£657with

Expedia.co.uk (

visit8712260808
, expedia.co.ukl.

FortheBangkok to Singaporejourneyonthe

Eastern &
OrientalExpress (

08450772222or

visitorient-express.com.l pricesstartfrom£1 ,880

perperson (

or viceversa
)

basedontwopeople

sharing a
StateCabincompartment.
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