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Miss Philipsburg Marjorie Ramirez, the fi rst-ever District Queen, poses for 
a photo with her crown, sashes and trophy at the conclusion of the fi rst 
Christian Lloyd District Queen Pageant last night. (D. Robin photo)
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IN BRIEF
• • Philipsburg

HELPING 
PENSIONERS 
The ABVO Council of Pensioners has 
agreed to assist a number of pen-
sioners with their concerns and pend-
ing issues. Page 3. 

• The Hague

BIJLEVELD’S
TRIP DELAYED 
The visit of Dutch caretaker State 
Secretary of Kingdom Relations Ank 
Bijleveld-Schouten to Bonaire and 
Curaçao has been delayed by at least 
one day due to the closure of Schiphol 
Amsterdam Airport. Page 4. 

• The Hague

HAPPY WITH 
APPROVAL  
Antillean Prime Minister Emily de 
Jongh-Elhage and her Dutch col-
league Jan Peter Balkenende both 
are happy with the voting results in 
the Second Chamber on the King-
dom Consensus Laws. Page 7.  
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well as the future of Carnival, 
two weeks after the festivity and 
‘King Momo’ has been burnt,” 
the release said.
  The names of neither the lead-
er nor the members of the Task 
Force were released. Neither 
was the size of the Task Force 
stated.
  Richardson said he was a strong 
believer in preserving and pro-

SCDF to create an environment 
wherein it might be possible for 
the foundation to fulfi l its objec-
tives. 
  “The Task Force will make spe-
cifi c recommendations to the 
Carnival Development Foun-
dation during the course of 
Carnival and ultimately report 
its fi ndings, experience and rec-
ommendations to the Executive 
Council of the 2010 Carnival, as 

PHILIPSBURG--An Emergency 
Task Force has been formed to 
work with St. Maarten Carni-
val Development Foundation 
(SCDF) to ensure the latter com-
plies  with its “obligations, duties 
or/and commitments” to the gov-
ernment.
  A press release on Friday quoted 
the offi ce of Culture Commission-
er Hyacinth Richardson as saying 
the Task Force would supervise 

Leader of Government has to say 
with respect to his working visit 
to Holland,” GIS said, “Persons 
who have Sint Maarten Flags 
are asked to bring them along to 
the Government Administration 
Building as a show of unity and 
patriotism.”
  It noted that Marlin was current-
ly still in Holland and was sched-
uled to return on Sunday. How-
ever, his return then “is depen-
dent on whether clearance will be 
given by Euro Control due to the 
disruption in air service over the 
past couple of days caused by a 
volcanic ash cloud from Iceland.
  “On Sunday morning, if there 
is any change whether the event 
will take place, this will be an-
nounced via Radio Soualiga Eddy 

PHILIPSBURG--Leader of Gov-
ernment and Commissioner re-
sponsible for Constitutional Af-
fairs William Marlin is expected 
to address the nation from the 
gallery of the Government Ad-
ministration Building on Sunday 
evening, the Government Infor-
mation Service (GIS) announced 
Friday.
  Others persons also will give 
addresses, but no names were re-
leased.
  GIS said Marlin’s address would 
be about “the milestone that has 
been reached in the constitution-
al renewal process” and was ex-
pected to be carried live on Sint 
Maarten Cable TV Channel 20 
starting at 5:30pm.
  In inviting the general public 
“to come out and hear what the 

PHILIPSBURG--Finance Com-
missioner Xavier Blackman says 
the issues raised by the Commit-
tee for Financial Supervision CFT 
about the 2010 budget are techni-
cal ones based on the very techni-
cal law that established CFT. 
  The commissioner said all mat-
ters would be worked out, re-
sulting in the acceptance of the 
budget, which was presented as 
balanced but deemed unbalanced 
by CFT. 
  Blackman, speaking in Friday’s Is-
land Council meeting dealing with 
the budget, said the opposition 
Democratic Party (DP) was sowing 
panic in the community by saying 
CFT’s advice on the budget would 

result in higher supervision for St. 
Maarten. He said St. Maarten was 
already under higher supervision 
of its fi nances. This is the nature of 
General Kingdom Measure.  

  He said was not the action of 
the present government that had 
brought in higher supervision, 
but an accumulated 107-million-

~ Accuses DP of sowing panic ~

Continued on page 7
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Continued on page 9

Best Interview, in which she tack-
led the issue of unemployment 
amongst the youth. 
  Taking the fi rst runner-up slot 
was contestant number one Bria 
Sorton (16), who represented 
Mary’s Fancy. She also won the 
Miss Popularity sash. This was 
determined by an online poll on 
entertainment Website
Morebacchanal.com and via Tel-
Cell text messaging to 1377.
  Placing second was Amanda 
Rombley (19) who represented 
Sucker Garden. Despite placing 

PHILIPSBURG--Stating in her 
opening address that the crown 
belonged to her home town 
Philipsburg, where last night’s 
fi rst-ever Christian Lloyd Dis-
trict Queen Pageant was held, 
contestant number two Marjorie 
Ramirez (19) indeed walked away 
with the title of District Queen.
  She also received the sashes for 
Best Introduction, in which she 
refl ected on the history and de-
velopment of Philipsburg, and 

~ In fi rst-ever District Queen Pageant ~

Continued on page 5
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The Daily Herald Publisher Paul De Windt gave these Sister Regina Primary School pupils a break-
down of operations at the newspaper during their visit to the company on Friday. The pupils listened 
enthusiastically and took many notes to make a report on their return to school. (D. Robin photo)

PELICAN RESORT 
CLUB starting at 

$572/week.
Sleeps 2 to 4.

April 17th - May 2nd, 
2010.

CALL: 522-5552

Email:
cadillacvipservice@

live.com

CARNIVAL 
SPECIAL

The Montessori Children’s House School
is seeking

a Cleaner
• Must have 5+ years experience.
• Must have experience with children.
• Must have valid papers and must be honest, clean,

organized, strong and healthy.

Duties and responsibilities include cleaning school and 
ensuring a sanitary and safe environment for the children.

Please submit application to Labour Department, and fax 
copy to the Montessori Children’s House @ 544-2058.

Islands

including the governor and 
the Kingdom Council of 
Ministers.
  When it comes to the BES 
islands of Bonaire, St. Eusta-
tius, and Saba, the Council 
said custom-made measures 
are necessary. “For these 
three small islands, the cru-
cial question that keeps aris-
ing is, ‘What is the problem?’ 
Is legislation the answer? 
Will the chosen solution work 
there and what do the local 
residents think of that?”
  The Council concluded that 
contacts of governments of 
the different countries with 
the Kingdom and, especially 
among the countries, have 
intensifi ed over the last de-
cennia and this will remain 
a fact in the coming years 
because of the constitutional 
reform.
  “Political tensions and dis-
putes are part of a multiform 
constitutional structure like 
the Kingdom. To solve these 
disputes quickly and satis-
factorily, it is important to 
have an effective, generally 
accepted arrangement for 
administrative disputes.” 
  In earlier advices, the 
Council had made sugges-
tions regarding this dispute 
arrangement. These advices 
second the arrangement in 
the Kingdom Consensus 
Law Financial Supervi-
sion for Countries Curaçao 
and St. Maarten, a form of 
Crown appeal. The fi nan-
cial supervision law was 
approved by the Second 
Chamber on Thursday.
  This week, the Kingdom 
Council of Ministers an-
nounced it would request 
the Council of State to ren-
der an advice on establish-
ing a dispute arrangement 
that could judge disputes 
on the interpretation of the 
Charter.
  Members of Aruba’s Par-
liament Juan Yrausquin 
and Rene Herdé had sub-
mitted a motion earlier this 
week, requesting the King-
dom Government to come 
with a proposal on such an 
arrangement. The Kingdom 
Government said it would 
come with a proposal be-
fore January 1, 2011. The 
Second Chamber carried 
this motion.        

this out, for example where 
it concerns the input of the 
Antillean and Aruban Par-
liaments in the realisation of 
Kingdom Laws,” stated the 
Council report, which was 
presented on Wednesday.
  “It makes little sense to cre-
ate new responsibilities when 
the existing ones remain un-
used. It is not very effi cient 
to create new organisations 
if the possibilities of existing 
institutes are insuffi ciently 
used,” it said.
  With all the efforts to create 
new countries and public en-
tities, there is insuffi cient at-
tention for the functioning of 
the joint Kingdom itself. The 
coordinating structure in 
which all countries should be 
able to recognise themselves 
becomes more important as 
more participating countries 
are created and the diversity 
and visions deviate more.
  The Council said the con-
stitutional reform process 
is often referred to as the 
restructuring of the Nether-
lands Antilles while it is in 
fact a restructuring process 
of the Kingdom which also 
affects Aruba, the Nether-
lands, and the Kingdom in 
general.
  In its annual report, the 
Council, which is the highest 
advisory body in the King-
dom, seeks special attention 
for a more optimal use of a 
number of Kingdom organs, 

THE HAGUE--More use 
should be made of the op-
portunities that exist in the 
Kingdom Charter when it 
comes to relations and or-
gans, said the Council of 
State in its annual report of 
2009.
  The Council said in 2009, 
much energy in the differ-
ent governments, as well as 
on the level of the Parlia-
ments and the public, was 
invested in the discussion on 
new structures, tasks, and au-
thorities of the constitutional 
process.
  “That is why the opportu-
nities that exist, based on 
the current Charter, have 
remained somewhat under-
exposed. The Committee 
Democratic Defi cit, estab-
lished in February 2009 by 
the three Parliaments in 
the Kingdom, also pointed 

SIMPSON BAY--Two per-
sons were hurt in a collision 
in Simpson Bay on Thurs-
day. 
  Paramedics rushed to the 
hospital in separate am-
bulances two victims who 
crashed on Airport Boule-
vard. The crash happened 
near the Red Cross build-
ing in Simpson Bay about 
4:00pm. 

of employment and salaries 
etc. If you are an employer 
or a vessel operator paying 
social security to ENIM, 
and involved in maritime 
affairs, it is important you 
attend this meeting.”
  A separate meeting will be 
held to discuss organisation 
of the Fête du Nautisme 
and used boat show. For 
more information and to 
confi rm attendance at the 
meeting contact Brigitte 
Delaître bdelaitre@carib-
serve.net or the association 
metimer@wanadoo.fr    

will be posed and to take 
into account the ideas and 
wishes of the marine com-
munity.
  “I believe after this meet-
ing we should create a com-
mission to follow up on what 
was discussed,” said asso-
ciation president Bülent 
Gülay in a release. “If ev-
eryone stays in a corner we 
will never be strong enough 
to defend our interests, and 
interests of our businesses 
and mariners, who are fi nd-
ing themselves increasingly 
caught up in the chaos of 
new regulations, conditions 

M A R I G O T- - M a r i n e 
Trades Association Mé-
timer will hold a consulta-
tive meeting at a location to 
be announced on Thursday 
May 6 at 5:00pm to discuss 
grievances brought up by 
several marine businesses, 
commercial operators and 
charter boat excursion op-
erators, mainly on regula-
tions and regulations per-
taining to employment in 
the marine sector.
  Representatives from Af-
faires Maritime have been 
invited to the meeting 
to answer questions that 

random from the event’s 750 
participants.
  Loeb is currently the editor 
of the popular all-things-Ca-
ribbean Website www.Life-
style-Caribbean.com.  
  Porto Cupecoy, a 182-resi-
dence luxury seaside village 
developed by Orient-Express 
Hotels Ltd., continues to en-
joy unprecedented sales suc-
cess, with more than 75 per 
cent of phases one to four 
now sold. 
  Homeowners continue to 
move into their new resi-
dences and the marina. Com-
mercial components (Grand 

Marché, boutiques and res-
taurants) will be opening in 
the coming weeks. Porto Cu-
pecoy homeowners will enjoy 
high-end shopping, dining, 
services and amenities, in 
addition to residences and 
a luxury marina capable of 
accommodating both mega 
yachts and pleasure craft.  
  The architectural inspiration 
for the property is a Mediter-
ranean seaside village such 
as Portofi no, and the com-
munity is similarly anchored 
around a marina, the most 
exclusive and upscale on the 
island.

CUPECOY--On the heels 
of a successful January 29 
Grand Opening Event, Porto 
Cupecoy recently presented 
one lucky event attendee, is-
land resident Viviane Loeb, 
with a top-of-the-line Cartier 
watch. Loeb was selected at 

Cu8b
Lucky winner Viviane Loeb (right) receiving her prize from Marketing & Sales Coordina-
tor for Porto Cupecoy Esdra Richardson.




