
• • Philipsburg

NO QUORUM 
FOR MEETING
Only four Island Council members 
signed in for Monday’s Island Coun-
cil meeting requested by government 
to debate and approve the indepen-
dent cost and quality control/feasibil-
ity study for the Solid Waste Manage-
ment System. Page 3.

• • Philipsburg

CARNIVAL 
PULL OUT
Citing sponsorship difficulties, two 
international show promoters for 
the 2010 Carnival season have been 
forced to pull out from their sched-
uled nights on the Carnival calendar. 
Page 5.

• • St. Eustatius

UNANIMOUS 
OPPOSITION 
The Island Council on Monday voted 
in favour of a motion submitted by 
opposition leader Clyde van Putten 
against the introduction of same-sex 
marriages, euthanasia and abortion 
in St. Eustatius under its new consti-
tutional status. Page 13.

VOL 19 NO. 282 Tuesday, April 20, 2010 U.S. 50 CENTS / NAf. 1.-- / EC$ 1.25

IN BRIEF

POINTE BLANCHE--Inmates 
seized control of the watch and 
communications post at the 
Pointe Blanche House of Deten-
tion Monday in a brief takeover 
that drew attention from the 
Netherlands Antilles press. 
  Forty prisoners rioted in protest 
against plans to send two inmates 
to Bonaire’s prison, police said.
  Inmates commandeered the of-
fi ce about 10:15am, but armoured 
policemen quelled the riot in less 
than 45 minutes without resis-
tance. 

A riot-armoured policeman walks past some of the 40 inmates who had seized control of Pointe Blanche 
House of Detention Monday, after police regained control of the prison. No one was hurt.

  Most of the prisoners were out-
side getting fresh air when prison 
guards prepared to send two 
young inmates away for their “re-
peated misbehaviour,” according 
to the prison.
  The younger inmates refused to 

let them go and destroyed a box 
that guards had taken to collect 
one of the transferred inmates’ 
belongings. They ran into the 
juvenile section, broke locks off 
cells and released other inmates. 

THE HAGUE--The consultative 
meeting (bestuurlijk overleg) be-
tween the Netherlands, Nether-
lands Antilles, Curaçao and St. 
Maarten will take place in Lisse, 
the Netherlands, today, Tuesday.
  The meeting should have taken 
place in Curaçao on Wednesday, 
but with the Antillean delegation 
stranded in the Netherlands and 
State Secretary of Kingdom Rela-
tions Ank Bijleveld-Schouten un-
able to fl y to the islands due to the 
closure of Amsterdam Schiphol 
Airport the past few days, the 
gathering will now take place in 

fl ower park Keukenhof.
  Attending the meeting besides 
Bijleveld-Schouten will be An-
tillean Prime Minister Emily de 
Jongh-Elhage, Minister of Con

PHILIPSBURG--Representa-
tives of the BES Islands Bonaire, 
St. Eustatius and Saba signed an 
agreement with caretaker Dutch 
Minister for Social Affairs and 
Employment Piet Hein Donner 
on Sunday, securing a number 
of benefi ts in the areas of social 
affairs and employment for resi-
dents of the BES Islands.
  The benefi ts will kick in at vary-

ing times after the islands attain 
their new statuses as Dutch pub-
lic entities on October 10.
  Parties agreed to adjust the old 
age pension to NAf. 920 (US 
$514) per month, effective from 
January 1, 2010, Donner told re-
porters in St. Maarten on Mon-
day. 
  The pension age will also be in

PHILIPSBURG--Air France left 
St. Maarten at 5:55pm on Mon-
day and KLM is to arrive on the 
island today at approximately 
11:45am as scheduled, as a result 
of the European Union’s decision 
to start reopening European air-
space.  
  Most of Europe’s essential air-
ports were closed over the past 
four days due to the ash cloud 
from the eruption of Iceland’s 
Eyjafjallajokull volcano.
  Passenger fl ights started taking 
off from Schiphol Airport in Am-
sterdam on Monday night, the 
Dutch Transport Minister said. 
“We are taking the lead on this,” 

Transport Minister Camiel Eurl-
ings said, “but from tomorrow 
there will also be lots of other 
airports that will start allowing 
fl ights.”
  The European Union had 
reached a deal earlier to cut the 
size of the no-fl y zone caused by 
a cloud of ash from the Icelan-
dic volcano under pressure from 
frustrated airlines losing US $250 
million a day. Eurlings said fl ights 
would resume only in daylight 
and with reduced capacity to en-
sure safety.
  KLM Chief Executive Peter 
Hartman said the fi rst fl ights 
would depart from Amsterdam 
before nightfall on Monday to 

~ Police restore order in less than 45 minutes ~
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Affordable Building Lots
In a professionally planned development

Designed and Engineered by
Independent Consulting Engineers N.V.

AFFILIATED REAL ESTATE AGENTS
Arlyn Consultants NV
Tel: 547-2588 / 522-2232
Email:
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Euro Caribbean Linkup NV
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100% financing available

Islands

P H I L I P S B U R G - -T h e 
four volunteers of Tzu Chi 
Foundation St. Maarten 
who visited Haiti recently 
as part of a relief mission 
to victims of the January 12 
earthquake that devastated 
the country shared their ex-
perience in aiding the 3,000 
to 5,000 destitute people.
  Tzu Chi Foundation Com-
missioner Rolex Cheung, 
Gromyko Wilson, Antoine 
Bonhomme and Peter De 
Zela joined Tzu Chi volun-
teers from the US and Can-
ada in the distribution of 
basic essentials to the vic-
tims who had made Sylvio 
Cator Football Stadium in 
Port-au-Prince their home.
  Of his experience in Haiti, 
Cheung said it had been 
an eye-opener and a re-
alisation of the paradise St. 
Maarten was in compari-
son to the devastation in 
Haiti. “The devastation has 
rocked the whole country 
and although you see it on 
TV, once you are there it’s 
a whole different experi-
ence meeting the victims,” 
he noted.
  Cheung said the presence 
of the UN troops at fi rst 
had made him feel threat-
ened and afraid, but he 
had soon discovered that 
the Haitians were loving 
people and not to be feared 
despite their desperation.
  He noted from interaction 
with the Haitian people 
the feeling was there that 
the people were ready and 
strong to build back the 
country. “With the help of 
the Tzu Chi volunteers, the 
Haitian people learnt it is 

From left: Tzu Chi Foundation St. Maarten volunteers Peter De Zela, Antoine Bonhomme, 
Gromyko Wilson, Foundation Commissioner Rolex Cheung and an emotional Sandra 
Cheung during Sunday’s tea party, where the volunteers described their experiences during 
the relief mission to Haiti they made in late March. 

about love and respect and 
not just the distribution ef-
forts,” said Cheung.
  Wilson, a freelance pho-
tographer who was ap-
proached by Tzu Chi Foun-
dation to make the mission, 
said witnessing the devasta-
tion had been sad and pain-
ful, especially seeing that 
the country had already 
been poverty-ridden. 
  “In 53 seconds, the en-
tire Netherlands Antil-
les population was wiped 
out in Haiti,” Wilson said, 
comparing the two nations’ 
populations, adding that 
more than 200,000 people 
had died in 53 seconds on 
that day in January.
  Wilson said that when he 
arrived in Haiti, tears had 
come to his eyes when the 
fi rst things he saw were 
tents and shacks made from 
sheets and curtains lining 
the airport road in Port-
au-Prince. “What came to 
mind was that if it rained 
they would be soaked,” said 
Wilson.  
  Moreover, he said, in 10 
days the victims had be-
come like family, calling the 
volunteers by their names. 
Wilson was assigned to take 
photos of operations in the 
makeshift medical centres. 
He said certain instances 
had been shocking, in par-
ticular witnessing a mother 
bringing in her dehydrated 
baby for assistance.
  Wilson said the Haitian 
government badly needed 
to step up to the plate to 
clear the rubble, enhance 
the nation’s hygiene and 
rebuild the country. “Hai-

tians have to rebuild Haiti,” 
he said.
  Volunteer Antoine Bon-
homme, originally of Haiti, 
shared Wilson’s sentiments, 
saying, “We Haitians we 
must rebuild this country.” 
He said despite the will-
ingness of all Haitians to 
rebuild their home, deci-
sion-making was left in the 
hands of the Haitian gov-
ernment.
  Bonhomme noted concern 
for the Haitian people, as 
the rainy season was causing 
additional turmoil. “With 
the rainy season now in 
Haiti, tents and tarpaulins 
cannot hold off the water, 
so they are being washed 
out. It is a heartbreaking 
situation and I encourage 
more help for the nation,” 
he said.
  De Zela said the volun-
teers’ mission should be 
noted as ground-breaking, 
considering they had repre-
sented St. Maarten in Haiti. 

He said they had been able 
to accomplish the mission 
through a team effort and 
help from other visiting 
volunteers and the Haitian 
people themselves.
  He pointed out the de-
struction in Haiti, where 
children’s wards, labora-
tories, etc., had been set 

up outdoors and the refu-
gees staying in the stadium 
had been evicted recently. 
“Now additional refugees 
have no place to stay. That 
is another problem,” said 
De Zela.
  He noted that no recon-
struction work had been 
observed throughout their 

stay in Haiti. “They want 
the tools and materials. 
They want to start build-
ing and cleaning, but there 
is no money and it seems 
many have conveniently 
forgotten about the tragedy 
there,” De Zela noted. 
  Sandra Cheung of Tzu Chi 
Foundation St. Maarten 
said US $22,400 had been 
collected since the devasta-
tion, through the 350 dona-
tion boxes the foundation 
had placed at various es-
tablishments on the island. 
The foundation distributed 
the donation boxes days af-
ter news of the earthquake. 
  She said that while the 
public was of the opinion 
that the tragedy was over in 
Haiti, it was not. She noted 
that Tzu Chi had a solid 
rebuilding plan through 
which it intended to build 
a “Love Village” to cater to 
3,000 to 5,000 families.

CUPECOY--To celebrate 
a much anticipated spring 
and the end of high season 
on the beautiful island of 
St. Maarten, Porto Cupecoy 
announces an end of season 
real estate sale event un-
like any other. From April 
15 through May 15, the 
184-residence luxury sea-
side village will offer home 
buyers savings of up to US 
$125,000 or free HOA fees 
for two years on select resi-
dences.  

   Porto Cupecoy is enjoy-
ing unprecedented sales 
success, with phases one to 
four now 75 per cent sold. 
Homeowners are already 
moving into the waterfront 
community and enjoying 
their new homes. In ad-
dition to their residences, 
Porto Cupecoy homeown-
ers enjoy a wide range of 
on-site amenities such as 
tennis courts, swimming 
pools, high-end shopping, 
several dining options, con-

cierge access and “white 
glove” marina services. 
   Porto Cupecoy is devel-
oped by Orient Express Ho-
tels Ltd. The architectural 
inspiration for the property 
is a Mediterranean seaside 
village such as Portofi no, 
and the community is simi-
larly anchored around a 
marina, the most exclusive 
and upscale on the island, 
which is capable of accom-
modating both mega yachts 
and pleasure craft.   




