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active traveller

SPAIN

BILBAO-LEON-
BILBAO

Af W'»f‘ay adventure travelling around
Northern Spain on the vintage El
txr*r(‘:w) de La Robla — which sleegps
just 54 people in chic en-suite cabins
and comfortable salon carriages — is
a charming way to spend a holiday.
Pulling out of Bilbao, the wide

plains of Castilla y Ledn stretch
before you, dotted with little villages
and hidden architectural gems, far

away from the tourist crowds. Snake
your way down through to Espinosa
de los Monteros, an area rich with
ssance architecture, before
alighting at Sotoscueva where you
can explore the extraordinary cave
city of Ojo Guarena and sample
tapas at the nearby parador in the

Fuentes Carrionas National PHTK
Tr ive\ UK‘DD uno he P\( 0s de Eur

SIVOIr sh@wvase the flora

and fauna of this lovely landscape.
The jouney continues onto Ledn,

with its magnificent cathedral;

you'll discover fabulous Roman

P(/rma Re e

architecture at every tum. The trip
back takes you along the Torio river,
which cuts through m;umd'\ns in

Matallana Nat
inspiring Vegacervera canyons, with
a final stop for lunch in the gorgeous
medieval hil wn of Aguilar de
Campoo. It's the perfect \my to see
a less well-travelled part of
Details Four days and three nights
on the El Expreso de La Robla
(elexpresodelarobla.com) starts

at £695 based on two sharing,

0d, drinks and excursions
Book through The Train Chartering
Company (01249 8901786,
trainchartering.com)
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ional Park and the awe-

GREAT
BRITAIN

EDINBURGH-
AVIEMORE-LAKE
DISTRICT-WALES-BATH-
NORTHUMBERLAND

Experience the best of Britair

aboard the unashamedly !meow
maroon-liveried coaches of the Royal
Scotsman. High tea and cucumber
sandwiches set the tone as you pull
out of Edinburgh, then simply settle
into an armchair in the Scotsman's
plaid-and-panelled observation car
and watch the British countryside fly
by — from the wild, windy estates of
Scotland to the green

Despite the exhilarating outlook,
this journey is not just about sitting
and staring — you'll get the chance
to try clay-pigeon shooting and
wildlife spotting on Rothiemurchus
Estate, sample a dram or two at the
Strathisla Distillery and get fired up
on Culloden battlefield.

Head south over the border to
take in the sweeping panorama of
the Lake District b»;?o‘ lecamping
for a walking tour of Chester. Then
it's onwards through the majestic
Snowdonia National Park before
retumning to city life with tours of

ancient Bath and Oxford, where
one d tt C 5 of the trip is
LLe Manoir aux

1 hills of Wales.

Qua Sarsu 1S.
Your journey continues though
Cambridge, York and Durham before

pulling into Ainmouth for an evening
tour of beautiful Ainwick Castle. You'll
top off your jouney with.a grand and

ur Jugeuan\e Indoor banquet.
Details The Grand Tour of

Great Britain (0845 077 2222,
royalscotsman.com) starts at £7,800
per person for a en-night tour,

Ste meals, drinks,

including all table d'h6
excursions and accomm moat«_m. Next

departure July ? §i

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: MAKING
TRACKS THROUGH CUMBRIA; SCENES FROM
THE BERNINA EXPRESS IN SWI TZERLAND,
AND TRAVELLING THROUGH DAVOS
KLOSTERS. BELOW: FOOTBRIDGE DESIGNED
BY SANTIAGO CALATRAVA IN BILBAQ

THIS PAGE, FROM
TOP: THE ROYAL
SCOTSMAN AS

IT TRAVELS THE
LENGTH OF
BRITAIN, AND ITS
INTERIOR; SCENES:
FROM BILBAO, THE
DEPARTURE AND
RETURN POINT
FOR EL EXPRESO
DE LA ROBLA

SWITZERLAND

OUTE DAVOS-
GRINDELWALD-DAVOS

The Bemina Express traverses the Alps
from north to south, climbing 2,253m,
crossing 196 bridges and cutting
through 55 tunnels as from Davos in
Switzerland to Tirano in northern Italy.
The journey is spectacular: so much
80 that that it gained UNESCO World
Heritage status in 2008.

Book a seat on the new Winter
Highlights tour from March and that's
Just the beginning. Zig-zagging from
Davos to Tirano you'll see glaciers,
frozen waterfalls and towering viaducts.
From here you'll travel along the
GoldenPass Line to Grindelwald,
inspired by the Golden Mountain
Pullman Express from the 1930s, it's a
Kitsch cutie, with a well-stocked wine
cellar providing an excellent distraction.

Stop off in the resort of Grindelwald
for a night or two and enjoy some
skiing, walking or tobogganing, before
you're whisked off towards Brig, joining
the Glacier Express. Enjoy the views
before ascending to the Oberlap Pass
where panoramas of snowy meadows,
Swiss vilages, dramatic peaks and
deep gorges stretch out before you.
You'll finish back where you started in
Davos: if you've time, stay on an extra

"day and see the sights in Zurich

Details The six-night Winter Highlights
Rail Tour (0844 879 8002, swisstravel.
Co.UK) starts at £935 for two people
sharing, including flights, second-class
rail travel and six nights’ half-board in

four-star hotels. ﬂ)
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