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SOUTH-EAST
• ASIA 
ROLITE SINGAPORE-KUALA 
LUMPUR-PENANG­
BANGKOK-KANCHANABURI 

Few joumeys conjure up as much 
romance as the idea of stepping 
on board the famous green-and­
cream carriages of the Eastem and 
Oriental Express. Now this luxurious, 
quarter-mile long train is expanding its 
itinerary with four new routes, entitled 
'The Chronicles of Asia'. 

The 'Fables of the Hills' trip, which 
takes you along the south-east Asian 
peninsula from Singapore to Thailand, 
is packed with amazing experiences 
- watching the evening mist settle on 
the Cameron Highlands, shopping 
and eating in Singapore, experiencing 
the bustling cultural life of Kuala 
Lumpur and crossing the fabled 
bridge over the River Kwai. 

The train itself is the mobile 
equivalent of a five-star hotel, with 
luxury accommodation, gourmet 
dinners and cocktails; there's even 
an open-air observation deck from 
where you can gaze out on verdant 
uplands, colourful villages, paddy 
fields and golden temples Hopping 
on and off, you'll stop for a brew at 
a tea plantation, sample the many 
fruit varieties cultivated at the Mardi 
Agrotechnology Park in Tanah Rata, 
and even visit a Thai monkey­
training college. The trip ends in 
Kanchanaburi, with an elephant ride 
and cruise on the River Kwai. 
Details Six-night 'Fables of the Hills' 
(0845077 2222, orient-express. 
com) starts at £5,500, including 
all meals, drinks, excursions and 
accommodation, with two sharing. 
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PREVIOUS PAGE, THE 
SOUTHERN SPIR[T 

SLICES THROUGH THE 
AUSTRALIAN DESERT, 

AND ONE OF [TS 
DESTINAT[ONS, BR[SBANE. 

TH[S PAGE, FROM TOP 
A SUITE ON BOARD 

THE MAHARAJAS' 
EXPRESS, SCENES FROM 

SINGAPORE, FROM WHICH 
THE EASTERN & ORIENTAL 

EXPRESS DEPARTS 

INDIA 
ROUTE DELHI­
BANDHAVGARH­
LUCKNOW-DELHI 

The luxury Maharajas' Express was 
launched earlier this year and has 
already caused a stir: it is the first 
luxury train to cross state borders in 
India, opening up the country to a 
new kind of 'joined-up' tourism. 

Inside the train's gleaming coaches 
there are four categories of suite to 
choose from, each fit for a modem­
day prince en-suite facilities, 
adjustable air-con and a wi-fi, 1V and 
DVD player in every compartment. 
The presidential suite has a carriage 
to itself with a double bed, separate 
sitting room and even a bathtub. 
Dine on board in one of the train's 
two restaurants where local and 
intemational food is matched 
with Indian wines. The decor is 
suitably opulent, marrying leather 
armchairs and tiger-stripe murals 
with peacock-feather prints. 

There are three itineraries to 
choose from, each beginning and 
ending in Delhi or Mumbai, via 
cities as diverse as Agra, Jaipur 
and Bandhavgarh. These routes 
take in some of India's most iconic 
landmarks including the Taj Mahal 
and other World Heritage Sites, along 
with guided tours of national parks, 
tiger safaris and even the opportunity 
to experience elephant polo. 
Details Maharajas' Express (020 
7808 5688, rirtl.com) seven-day 
'Classical India' itinerary starts 
at £3,575 based on two people 
sharing, including all meals, drinks 
and excursions. 

SOUTH 
AFRICA 
F~OlJfE PRETORIA­

DURBAN-CAPE TOWN
 

From savannahs to wineries, rose 
gardens to rhinos, South Africa 
encompasses an extraordinary variety 
of landscapes and experiences See 
the best this country has to offer on 
a 16-day adventure that takes you 
from Pretoria to Cape Town, including 
eight days on board the ultra-
exclusive Pride of Africa - one of the 
world's most luxurious trains. 

Local ingredients and traditional 
dishes are top of the menu both 
on and off the train, so you'll get 
an authentic taste of the country's 
cuisine. You'll also get a first class 
view of the country's wildlife you'll 
step out into the bush in four of 
South Africa's game parks, and go 
east over the border into Swaziland 
to spot the endangered white rhinos 
in the Mkhaya Game Reserve. 

Back on board, the train glides 
through the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills en route to Durban where 
you'll watch the sun set over the 
Indian Ocean. Drink in the heady 
fragrance of thousands of rose trees 
in King's Park, Bloemfontein, before 
joumeying down towards the famous
 
coastal Garden Route. Joumey's
 
end is Cape Town - with its dizzying
 

,views from Table Mountain, historic 
Robben Island and the winelands of 
Franschhoek and Stellenbosch. 
Details 16-day trip (rovoscom) 
starts at £5,250 per person, 
including flights, travel within South 
Africa, most meals and tours. Next 
departure February 2011 :- » 
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rDUTE BILBAO-LEON­
BILBAO 

A four-day adventure travelling around 
Northern Spain on the vintage EI 
Expreso de La Robia - which sleeps 
just 54 people in chic en-suite cabins 
and comfortable salon caniages - is 
a charming way to spend a holiday, 

Pulling out of Bilbao, the wide 
plains of Castilla y Loon stretch 
before you, dotted with little villages 
and hidden architectural gems, far 
away from the tourist crowds, Snake 
your way down through to Espinosa 
de los Monteros, an area rich with 
Renaissance architecture, before 
alighting at Sotoscueva where you 
can explore the extraordinary cave 
city of Ojo Guarena and sample 
tapas at the nearby parador in the 
Fuentes Carrionas National Park, 
Travel deep into the Picos de Europa 
reserve where the wild waters of 
Porma Reservoir showcase the flora 
and fauna of this lovely landscape, 

The journey continues onto Leon, 
with its magnificent cathedral; 
you'll discover fabulous Roman 
architecture at every tum, The trip 
back takes you along the Torio river, 
which cuts through mountains in 
Matallana National Park and the awe­
inspiring Vegacervera canyons, with 
a final stop for lunch in the gorgeous 
medieval hilltop town of Aguilar de 
Campoo, It's the pcirfect way to see 
a less well-travelled part of Spain, 
Details Four days .and three nights 
on the EI Expreso de La Robia 
(elexpresodelarobla,com) starts 
at £595 based on two sharing, 
including food, drinks and excursions, 
Book through The Train Chartering 
Company (01249 890176, 
trainchartering,com), 
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GREAT 
BRITAIN 
~",,)LJTE EDINBURGH· 
AVIEMORE·LAKE 
DISTRICT-WALES-BATH­
NORTHUMBERLAND 

Experience the best of Britain 
aboard the unashamedly luxurious, 
maroon-liveried coaches of the Royal 
Scotsman, High tea and cucumber 
sandwiches set the tone as you pull 
out of Edinburgh, then simply settle 
into an armchair in the Scotsman's 
plaid-and-panelled observation car 
and watch the British countryside fly 
by - from the wild, windy estates of 
Scotland to the green hills of Wales, 

Despite the exhilarating outlook, 
this journey is not just about sitting 
and staring - you'll get the chance 
to try clay-pigeon shooting and 
wildlife spotting on Rothiemurchus 
Estate, sample a dram or two at the 
Strathisla Distillery and get fired up 
on Culloden battlefield, 

Head south over the border to 
take in the sweeping panorama of 
the Lake District before decamping 
for a walking tour of Chester, Then 
it's onwards through the rnajestic 
Snowdonia National Park before 
returning to city life with tours of 
ancient Bath and Oxford, where 
one of the highlights of the trip is 
dinner at the divine Le Manoir aux 
Quat'Saisons, 

Your journey continues though 
Cambridge, York and Durham before 
pulling into Alnmouth for an evening 
tour of beautiful Alnwick Castle, You'll 
top off your journey with a grand and 
unforgettable indoor banquet. 
Details The Grand Tour of 
Great Britain (0845 077 2222, 
royalscotsman,com) starts at [7,800 
per person for a seven-night tour, 
including all table d'h6te meals, drinks, 
excursions and accommodation, Next 
departure July 2011, 

SWITZERLAND
 
ROUTE DAVOS­

GRINDELWALD-DAVOS
 

The Bernina Express traverses the Alps 
from north to south, climbing 2,253m, 
crossing 196 bridges and cutting 
through 55 tunnels as from Davos in 
Switzerland to Tirano in northern Italy, 
The journey is spectacular: so much 
so that that it gained UNESCO World 
Heritage status in 2008, 

Book a seat on the new Winter 
Highlights tour from March and that's 
just the beginning, Zig-zagging from 
Davos to Tirano you'll see glaciers, 
frozen waterfalls and towering viaducts, 
From here you'll travel along the 
GoldenPass Line to Grindelwald, 
inspired by the Golden Mountain 
Pullman Express from the 1930s, it's a 
kitsch cutie, with a well-stocked wine 
cellar prOViding an excellent distraction, 

Stop off in the resort of Grindelwald 
for a night or two and enjoy some 
skiing, walking or tobogganing, before 
you're whisked off towards Brig, jOining 
the Glacier Express, Enjoy the views 
before ascending to the Oberlap Pass 
where panoramas of snowy meadows, 
Swiss villages, dramatic peaks and 
deep gorges stretch out before you,
 
You'll finish back where you started In
 
Davos: if you've time, stay on an extra
 

. day and see the sights in Zunch, 
Details The six-night Winter Highlights 
Rail Tour (0844 879 8002, swisstravel. 
co,uk) starts at £935 for two people 
sharing, including flights, second-class 
rail travel and six nights' half-board in 
four-star hotels, » 
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