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the reward' - not \Xfagons-Lits provided a luxury continued with ,1 hiatus for The ever journey on 12 December with grand piano for a rouch of ~ 
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Athe an of travel. So what exactly is the Venice arrive in Venice, also owned by 

Synonymous with rail Simplon-Orient-Express) Well, the Orient-Express company.dz IItravel to Venice is, of course, it is a privately-run train service In spite of itS name, the 

the Orient-Express, Agatha of resrored vintage sleeping and Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 

Chri tie and her famous It. dining coaches, with a once-a- no longer uses the implon 
moustachioed Belgian detective week service from London to Tunnel between Switzerland 

Hercule Poiror. I e may be a of the various national railway rOute to Istanbul by way of Paris and on to Venice between and Indy, bur is routed II" 
fieri tious character but there companies en route. A complex Lausanne, the Simplon Pass, l\'[arch and November. The overnight from Paris via Basel A 
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Brenner Pass from Austria into 
Italy to reach Verona. Turning 
east again, the train reaches 
Mestre on the shore of the 
lagoon, rhen rumbles slowly 
across the bridge over the warer 
to Venice to finally arrive at the 

Venice Santa Lucia rerminus 
on rhe very edge of rhe Grand 
Canal, JUSt walking distance 
from the Rialto Bridge aDd 
Sr Mark's Square, where your 
advenrure really begins ...• 

Into Austria via the scenic 
Arlberg Pass. The railway 
hugs rhe valley wall, snaking 
along rhe mountain sides. After 
Innsbruck, the rrain turns s<,luth 
through the equally scenic 

probably wake up after Zurich, 
with breathtaking views of 
rhe Swiss Lakes outside your 
Window, as breakfast is served 
in your comparrmcnf. The 
rrain curs across a few miles of 
Lichrenstein before crossing 

features like Lalique crystal and 
Chinese arr decorate the dining 
cars. There's also a bar, complete 
with grand piano for a tOuch of 
nostalgic elegance. And for the 
ultimate in luxury travel, you 
could even book a night in the 
famed Hotel Cipriani (see our 
feature on page 52) when you 
arrive in Venice, also owned by 
rhe Orient-Express company. 

In spire of its name, rhe 
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 
no longer uses the Simplon 
Tunne! berween Switzerland 
and Italy, but is routed 
overnight from Paris via Basel 
to Zurich, rhen through the 
ArJberg Pass co Innsbruck, 
through rhe Brenner Pass to 

Verona and on to Venice. You'll 

Jed to run, graduaLly 
19 from the Europe-wide 
Jle of its heyday to its last 
;rneyon 12 December 
Hl the mucb-shortened 
jng route from Strasbourg 
lOa, after which th 
0.1) Orient-Express reachec.! 
I of the line forever. 
what exacrly is the Venice 
'n-Orient-Express' Well, 
,rivate1y-run train service 
,red vintage sleeping and 
coaches, wirh a once-a­
:rvice from London co 
ld on to Venice between 
and November. The 
g-cars have ooe- 'lnd rwo­
llpartments thar convert 
He si rt ing rooms for 
e use. Authentic period 


