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Full steam ahead
 
Across the Scottish Highlands and around Italy's 

lakes. these rail journeys make tracks through sorne of 
Europe's most beautifullandscapes 

WORDS ANDREW EAMES PHOTOGRAPHS PETE SEAWARD1 



lage of l3ergün, 
nots as il. 
leering tbat 
nesco, plunging 
lainside, 
Jwelling circles 
erging int.o 

oint on the 
cape scattered 
twater lakes. 
le heaner tanks 
, slarts ta 
ally ta Lake 
'he railway. too, 
'epeating its 
efore entering 
ards and 
il befme the 
8 viaduct at 
wo-tlürds of 
m as il. delivers 
md. ~ 

'Itzerland, 8nds in 
:f55 one way; rhbch) 

..
 

EUROPEAN RAIL JOURNEYS
 

The Orient­
Express 

HE Venicc Simplon 
Orient-Express (VSOE) 
is u lrain of Wl1llatchablc 
pedigree, WiÙl a legacy of 
appearances in films and 
novels. and Cl hislory tbat. 
spans t\-vo worlrl wars. 

Ils heyrlay was the Golden Age ofrai] 
travel, during th(~ first halfofthe 20tl1 
c:cntury, when l'OyaIs flno hearls of state, 
writers and even spi es would set out 
for tbe furiliesl corners of Europe, 
travelling in supreme style. Back then, 
Ùle Oricnt-Express l'an to Istanbul, bul 
today's VSOE sticks largely to a bread-and­
butter roule between London, Paris a.nd 
Venice - a journey thallasts 31 hours. 

This is no ersatz reconstruction. The 
carriages are Ùle l'cal deal, most of tllem 
dating back ta tbe 1920s and 1930s, and 

lovingly fGstored. London-origin 
passengers board the 11mber-and-cream 
British Pullman to rumble down througb 
lhe Garden of Englwld befor<:Ju'ansferring 
ta the rake of navy-bluc Wagons-Lits tllat 
are drawn up alongside the plaU'orm al. 
Calais, each wilb ils own cresl and 
polished melallellering. 

Inside, the wood-panelled cabins are 
covered in marquetry, with floral motifs 

delicately craIted [rom polislwd veneers 
ofboxwood, sycamore and walnut. 
The dining cars are decorated wilh 
opalescent Lalique glass panels of 
sr.ulpted small-breasted nymphs wilh 
bunches of gTapes. The chairs aJ'e 
upholstered in velvet and the tablrs 
are glitteTing with Limoges r.hina and 
crystal wine glasses. Dinner - four 
courses, fille French cuisine -is a hig 
ovent, with ovaryone gathering ill Ù1e 
piano bar beforehand, elogunt1y dressed. 

Breakfast next morning is serve cl ill the 
cabin, while the train ploughs (Icross 
valley bottoms like a slicer, druwing.its 
bandsome blue blélde éicross rivers und 
orcharcls, before clambering IIp through 
the foothilJs of lhe Al ps. Lunch comes 
with the last of the long AI pine tunnels 
and the beginning of a descent through the 
vineyards of Italy and, ultimately, down 
to the lowlands again, then out to the 
lagoon and finally to Venice. ~ 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

• Your journey starts in London, ends in venice and 
takes 31 Ilours (f1,690 one way; orient-express.coml. 

July 2011 ~ 95 
'.:::.:./ 


