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A stayat theHotelde

la Cite
in medieval

Carcassonne is

to stepback
in timeand

immerseyourself in a magicalagewhen
knightswereboldandsturdyramparts
wereallthatstoodbetweenyouand
lawlessness . Thisgothicjewel ,

theonlyhotel
set in theactualramparts of theUnesco
WorldHeritageSitecite

,

hasjustcelebrated
its100thbirthday ,

andwhat
a 100years it' s

been . A retreatfortherichandfamousfor
decades

,

thehotel '

s visitor' s bookreadslike
a who' s who of the20thcentury . GraceKelly
hasstayedhere

, alongwithJamesStewart
,

theDuke of WindsorandWallisSimpson ,

theQueenMother
, JacquesChiracand

WinstonChurchill
,

to namebut a few . But
this is nowhiteelephant ; everywhereyou
turn

, luxuryabounds
.
Fromthesumptuous

limestoneandmirroredbathroomswith
heavenlybathtimetreats

,

to thecosy
Bibliothequebarwithresidentpianistand
deliciousnibbles

, guestscanenjoythevery
besttheregionhas to offer in lovely
surroundings . Andbreakfast

is
a particular

pleasure ,

witha tastyrange of breadsand
pastries , (

therewerehotoptionsavailable
forEnglishbreakfast-lovers

) alongwith
cheese

,

charcuterieandconfitures my
favouritewasthefantasticfigjam . Thejewel
in thisgoldencrown is themagnificent
Michelin-starredrestaurant

,

LaBarbacane
,

whereExecutiveChefJeromeRyoncreates
delicious

,

inventivecuisineusinglocal

ingredients , accompaniedbyvintages
speciallyblendedforthehotelbyregional
winemakers.

Butperhapsthebestbit of staying in this
lovelyOrient-Express hotel is itssetting . My
roomledouton to thebeautiful terraced

gardenswiththesecludedheated

swimmingpoolandtrulyspectacularviews
acrossthesurroundingcountryside . Stroll
aroundtheterraceandamazingvistasgreet
you at everyturn

, allowingyou to enjoythe
locationbutoffering a cooloasis

in theheat
of summer . Anddon'

t miss a visit
to the

châteauand a walkaroundthecobbled
streets . With52watchtowers themedieval
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citadel is thelargest in Europeand is truly
unique , justlikethisgemof

a hotelnestled
at itsheart .RS
Rooms from-205pernight (

if booked in

advance
)

. Hotelde la Cite
,

PlaceAugustePort
,

11000Carcassonne . Tel
:

(

Fr

)

4 68719871
,

www.orient-express.com
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