


Find your rhythm in
the home of the tango

It took their son’s gap year to finally inspire
the Corcorans to fulfil a long-held dream of
visiting exotic Argentina and Brazil
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he sexiest city in the world? It

has to be Buenos Aires or Rio de

Janeiro. With our son James away
from home, ten months into his gap year,
we needed no persuading to meet up
with him in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

With just over two weeks to play with,

we spent a long time planning our trip. We
wanted to see more than just the capital
cities and opted to visit Mendoza and
the lguacu Falls, one of the great natural
wonders of the world, on the borders of
Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay.

BUENOS AIRES

There are some places that you instantly fall

in love with and Buenos Aires is one of

=

them! It has a very European flavour, but
a gecidedly Latin spirit, and smiling faces
make you feel welcome everywhere you go.

Highlights include the popular Plaza
de Mayo at the heart of Downtown, San
Telmo’s famous flea market, the celourful
streets of La Boca (where Maradona played
for the Boca Juniors and where the tango
originated), Palermo’s cobbled streets,
and the upmarket designer shops of Viejo
Don't miss Recoleta’s amazing cemetery.
The City Of The Dead.

The Roje Tango Cabaret, designedc by
Philippe Starck at the Faena Hotel, is also
unmissable. It's a sensual show in intimate
surroundings, and probably the best tango
show in town. The incredible cabaret
prompted us to have our own private tango
lesson — not as easy as it looks, but certainly
one of the towns must-do’s. Our lesson with
Tange&Tango (tangoandtango.com.ar) was
booked through the Park Hyatt Palacic
Duhau, our ever-accommodating hotel,
which even let us use one of the empty
e rooms for the session. We

conferenc

weren't e

xactly Vincent and Flavia from

trictly Co

e Dancing, but we had a lot of fun!
Another unforgettable experience was

Monumental Stadium, where the Rivar

is here in the Familia Duarte sarcophagus.
The cost far even a small plot here would
be as expensive as buying an apartment in
the salubrious neighbourhood of Recoleta!

Do also ry to see one of the newest
neighbourhoods, Puerte Madero. Its a
regenerated dockland area, with smart
converted warehouses and the stunning
Woman's Bridge, which is supposed to
represent a couple dancing the tango!

The Sunday morning fiea market in San
Telmo is great for local handicrafts, antiques,
clothes and jewellery, so stock up on gifis
and souvenirs tc take home. Our visit
was made all the mere memorable by
the stallholders dressing up in some of
the weirdest costumes imaginable in

Argentine steaks are arguably the best

going to a feotball match at the famous 'ceteoratlon of the market's anniversary.

Plate Foetball Club piays its home matches.
Even if you're not a football fan you will be
knocked out by the passion and exuberance
shown by both sets of fans

Arguably it's the cemetery in Recoleta
that's the number-one attraction in Buenos
Aires — it makes a huge impression and

gives you an insight inte the city's history
and heritage. You can wander countless
streets, lined with a breathiaking array of
marble statues guarding generations of

past military figures, presidents and the
plain rich and famous. Eva Peron’s grave

in the world, so spend a magical evening at
the famous La Cabana Restaurant, one of
Argentinag’s most famous steak houses. Their
T-bone steak was something to behoid!

MENDOZA

Just over 80 minutes flight from Buenos
Alres, Mendecza nestles in the foothills of
the Andes. Clese to the Chilean border,
it's famous for having some of the best
vineyards in the world.

A place of hot days, it cogls down at
night thanks to its high altitude, while the

The luxurious Park f
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crisp, dry desert air is tempered by the lush
greenery all around. The Andes snow melt

is fed through the city in elegant canals and
irrigation works created by the Incas.

The Park Hyatt, with its beautifully
restored 19th-century Spanish colonial
facade, is conveniently situated and stocks
many wines from the local Catena Zapata
With stylish modern rooms, the Kaua Spa
and an Impressive restaurant, the hotel also
boasts the Regency Casine, so you can try
your hand at roulette, poker or biackjack

The city centre is fantastic to explore on
foot, with tree-lined avenues and several
formal plazas, including the picturesque
Plaza Independencia. Pedestrian walkways
are lined with speciality shops, outdoor cafés
and many great restaurants. >>
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