


b_.._-

Facing page: Ligustrum japonicum léaves withwed

buckeye and Limelight hydrangea flowers. This page:

one of Keswick’s five live Christmas trees decorated
with Limelight hydrangea blossomsand table dressed,

= with horsetails, yellow cockscomb and magnolialeaves.
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Christmas at Keswick Hall is refreshingly simple.

One might expect to find the 48-room luxury inn—a
celebrity favorite tucked in a hamlet in eastern
Albemarle County—beribboned and bejeweled for
the season. But the folks here eschew the man-made
opulence that so often accompanies the holidays and
instead look no farther than their own backyard—the
lush 600-acre Keswick Estate—for inspiration.

Led by Head Gardener Amy
Lewis, the Keswick staff has mas-
tered the art of decking the halls
with nature’s bounty, decorating
the Italianate-style villa with aro-
matic-wreaths, garlands of dried
hydrangea blossoms, chestnuts still
enclosed in their prickly hull and
crabapples. The result is unclut-
tered, but festive—and above all,
inviting.

“We’re inspired by what nature
gives us each year” says Lewis, who
has been in charge of all things hor-
ticultural on the property since
2007, “and we’ve learned not to
depend on any one thing from one
year to the next.”

Instead of searching for specific
plants and flowers—which may not
always be available due to chang-
ing weather conditions—Lewis says
she and her team look for materials
“with fabulous color and texture.”
This year’s finds include red buck-
eye, horsetails, yarrow and yellow
cockscomb, and greens like eastern

Twis pace: Greenery gathered
from the 600-dcre estate. FACING
PAGE CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Amy Lewis assembles aromatic
wreaths, a plate of warm cookies, the
Wheeler family enjoying the fire and
refreshments in the Great Hall, hot 3
chocolate—round two.

from year to year) are the thousands
of white lights she and her team
wrap around the crapemyrtles that
line the driveway to the inn and

the grapevine balls that hang from
nearby Washington hawthorns. “We
do all of this because it is something
thar is unique to the Keswick prop-
erty,” explains Lewis. “We feel it
conveys the feeling of what the hotel
is trying to be—a place where you
can feel like yow're at home.”

The landscape that inspires
Lewis—dubbed by Thomas Jefferson
the “Eden of the United States™—
is part of the 31,000-acre Southwest
Mountains Rural Historic District.
Dotted with sprawlinf horse farms
and country estates, the neighbaor-
hood has long been a hub for gra-
cious entertaining says Patricia Cas-
telli, author of a new book being
published next spring about Kes-
wick Hall’s 100-year history. Cas-
telli, the property’s resident histo-
rian, limns the history of the place
from its beginning as the Villa

red cedar, white pine, magnolia, and | Crawford—a residence built on 300

Keswick Hall got its start as the Villa Crawford,
a residence built by Robert B. Crawford on 300

acres in 1912, at a cost of about $100,000.

Japanese cryptomeria. Amaranthus,

rose hips and sumac also appeared
in abundance despite the recent
drought-like conditions.

Lewis, with the help of assistant
Yara Acker, uses these naturally
stunning materials on mantels and
in table decorations, and is con-
stantly inter-changing and refresh-
ing their designs. “We really like

the idea of it all being reusable,” she

says.

The property’s many Limelight
hydrangeas are a valuable resource.
Lewis uses their creamy blossoms
to ornament five live trees sta-
tioned throughout the hotel as well
as the garlands that grace door-
‘ways and arches. The only element
Lewis uses that doesn’t come from
nature (though she does reuse them

acres in 1912 by Robert B. Crawford
(a gentleman farmer) for his new
bride—to its present-day ownership
by Orient-Express Hotels.

The original Villa Crawford was
built for $100,000 and designed by
prominent Charlottesville architect
Eugene Bradbury, its style inspired
by the Crawford’s honeymoon
sojourn to Italy. The couple later had
twin sons but would only live in the
house until 1919, the year when Mr.
Crawford died. It remained a pri-
vate residence until the late 1940s
when it was purchased by a group
of Charlottesville businessmen who
transformed it into Keswick Coun-
try Club and added a golf course
and two pools.

In the 1960s Keswick became the
first integrated country club in Vir-
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ginia. The club remained in oper-
ation—its fortune

ing—until the 1970s when it finally
closed its doors. Several attempts
were made to re-open the club by a
uccession of owners (including one
winemaker who wanted the Villa
Crawford to become the center-

[ a series of vineyards) until
0 when Lord Bernard Ashl

widower of desi

ley, purchased the property and 600
adjoining acres for $5.5 million.

pent over $25 million ex
ing the property, but preserved
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tenure at the helm of the propert
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million.

Orient-Express made its own
improvements. It added a 25-meter
infinity edge pool—a signature of
the hotelier—and refurbished the
Arnold Palmer-des -hole golf
course. They also ac
now an award-winning restaurant,

amed after Thi
the

wine country along wuh its relaxed
(and paparazzi-free) country-house

atmosphere have made it a favorite

for celebriti

N no, we can’t

11l seen Caddyshack

the late Paul New-
erienced Leffers’
sun charm during a visit in
the mid-1990s. One morning Lef-
fers nearly collided with Newman
while the acto gging outs!
Later that evening, [ ffers spotred
Newman at dinner and said to him,

chief

“Whatever you’re doing Mr. Nev
man, keep it up! You look so much
better than you did this morning!”
Witty repartee de, telli
says the chara of the plac
changed much in th‘I arly 100
wlord was first
s the custom of

s threw open their doors and
welcomed visitors t
Keswick Hall tempts neighbors and
guests this on with steaming
cups of thick hot chocolare,
chestnuts and fr

ies in the Great Hall where a wood-

hasn’t :

burning fire crackles. Santa arrives
via horse-drawn sleigh the first
urday in December for the

of the holiday I:rr_a_‘ .le gi l’crl'rc.Lr‘.-
house deco!

come.

Perhaps the most noticeable and
wonderful thing about Keswick is
that the pace here is unhurried. In
a season notori for clutter and
commerc [f i
and civilized appro.
days. And fort
want to linger. K






