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Enjoy the peace and beauty of hidden Mallorca that inspired Robert Graves 

Deia, Mallorca 
La Residencia 
Why it's special Hidden away in the 
unspoilt mountainous bit of Mallorca, 
the hotel is in a village where Hobert 
Graves, author ofGoodbye to AU That, 
lived for 40-odd years. There are sti U 
many artists with varying degrees of 
eccentricity living here, but the arrival 
of the likes of Lord Lloyd-Webber, who 
has a holiday home on the village edge, 
is making it increasingly fashionable. 

What you can do in the area There 
are wonderful 'walks over the moun­
tain. Graves' house recently opened 
and is worth a visit. The local artists 
are welcoming, and Ulcre are good 
bars to while away the afternoons. 

I really like The hotel is based around 
a series of terraces on different levels, 
creating an air of intimacy <lid privacy. 

Best room New rooms have recently 
been complet.ed high up on the hillside. 
Accessed by lifts improbably rising 
through rOCk, the Tramuntana Suites 

Getting there 
La Residencia is 
a 25-minute drive 
from Palma air­
port. A double 
rOOm starts from 
'245 (about £225) 

per night (0845 
077 2222; www. 
hotel-Iaresidencia. 
oom) 

have luxurious cotton sheets and pri­
vate gardens fiUed with plants chosen 
by botanical experts. The best suites 
have plunge pools. If you want some­
thing older, the Tower Suite is said to 
have been built by Templar Knights. 

Staff profile Most of the staff ar", 
from nearby, and have been working 
here since it opened in 1984, which 
gives the hotel a real family feel. Some 
members of staff are even couples, 
such as Cati Albanana and Baltolome 
Coll, who are married anel grew up in 
Deia before coming to the hotel. 
Rupert. Ulot.h 
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Cabourg, Normandy 
Le Grand Hotel 
Why it's special Immortalised by 
Marcel Proust, who went back there 
for mallY years, it's a haven of old­
fashioned style and elegance mixed 
with up-to-date comfort. It has an 
intimate feel as there are only 70 
rooms, which face either the extensive 
gardens or the sea, giviIlg spectacular 
views of Cabourg's boardwalk, once 
the haunt of the Impressionists. 

What yOll can do in the area. It's a great 
base for taking in the delights of the 
Normandy coastline, especially the 
Second World War beaches. Follow 
the William the Conqueror trail or 
simply stroll around and enjoy the 
fairy-t..'lle architecture of the area. 
Ifgood food is what you crave, local 
Norman produce such asjoie gras, 
Calvados and Camembert will keep 
you more than happy or take a gour­
met break at the hotel and eruoy its 
first·rat.e cuisine. Sample the fresh 
seafood on the beach in Trouville or 
go in Septemberand visit the Deauville 
American Film Festival. 

I really like Step through the door and 
the beauty of the hotel wHl convince 

you you've gone back in time or into 
the pages of A la r8che'rche du 
temps lJerdu. And the attentive staff 
treat you like a long-term resident. 

Best room The hotel is currently 
undergoing refurbishment-half the 
rooms and the hotel's exterior have 
been completed and the rest will be 
finished by March. We were particu­
larly taken with the bathrooms, which 
are vast. If possible, stay in a room 
facing the sea so you can el'\ioy the 
breathtaking views. 

Staff profile From genial manager 
}erard Sagncs on down, all the staff 
are welcoming and attentive, making 
you feel as if you are the most import­
ant guest there. Even tricky dietary 
requests (one of our party was gluten 
intolerant) didn't faze them. 
Jane Weakirzs 

Getting there The hotel is 16 miles 
from Caen or 12Y2 miles from Trouville­
Deauville railway stations. Car ferries 
(www.brittany-ferries.oo.uk) go to 
Ouistreham (Caen), 12Y2 miles from the 
hotel. A superior room with a sea view 
and balcony oosts about €261 (about 
12240) per night (00 33 2 31 91 01 79; 
www.accorhoteJs.oom) ~ 
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