
ASKTHEEXPERTS :

Your
questions
ThebestDisneyrides

,trips
fortennis-loversandhow to

getreallyclose to wildotters

QWe'
re travelling to thesouth of France

withouryoungdaughterandher
friendthissummer . Willwehaveproblems
gettingthroughpassportcontrol if her
parentsaren' t present?
DanDavis

,

Yorkshire

AIfyouareallUKcitizenstravelling on
individual UKpassports withintheEU

,

youshouldbefine .However
,

theIdentity &

Passport Servicewhich
is part of theHome

Office recommends thatyoucarry a signed
letterfromthechild '

s parentsexplaining that
youare in locoparentis . It alsosuggests thatyou
checkwithyourairline to see if it hasanyspecific
rulescoveringthesituation .BA

,
forexample ,

advisespassengers to obtain
a signed

declaration from thechild '

s parents ,statingthe
traveldates

, passportnumbers andtheparents'
contact details . It' s also a goodidea

to dothis if

childrenaretravelling alone or withoneparent
just in caseyougetquizzedbyimmigration.

In future
,

if you' re travelling outside theEU
,

contact theembassy of thecountryyou' re

visiting to check if theyhaveanyextra

requirements .Anddon' t forgetthatbabies
and toddlersneedtheirownpassports ,

too.
MarkHodson

THEPANELPLANNING A TRIP?GETINSIDEADVICEFROMTHEBESTINTHEBUSINESS

Susan
d

'

Arcy
Ourresidentluxury
travelqueen
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Globetrottingtravelwriter
andbargainexpert

QI'
vebeen to WaltDisneyWorld in Florida

,

andthisyearmywifeand I aredoinga

fly-drivetrip to California . Is theDisneyland in

LA
a dampsquibafterhavingbeen to Orlando?

SusieKilmurray , Gwynedd

AThe
DisneylandResort

(

above
)

in Anaheim
,

California
,

is farsmallerthanthenewer
parks in Orlando

,Tokyo , HongKong ,

and
Shanghai ,

and
it doesn' t have theEpcotCentre ,

HollywoodStudios or AnimalKingdom .Even
theiconicDisneylandCastleandthepeaks of

theBigThunderMountainRailroadrollercoaster
are a tadtitchier .Butthethemepark in

California is theoriginal ,
and it wasdesignedby

WaltDisney himself more than500million
visitorshavestrolleddownMainStreetsince it

Helen Brown
Spasageandqualified
massage therapist

RichardGreen
Authorityonairlines
around theworld

opened in 1955 .Itssmaliersizemakes it feel
moreintimatebutalsomeansyoushouldavoid

publicholidays at allcosts .You' ll findsome
historic oldridesthataren' t replicated in any of

thenewerparks ,

suchastheFindingNemo
SubmarineVoyage (

remodelledfrom the
original 19505'20.000LeaguesUndertheSea
ride

)

.You' ll alsonoticethatThePirates of the
Caribbeanridehere is longer and

,

I' d say , much
better thantheothers

;

remember thatthe
filmswerebasedontheoriginalDisneyland ride

,

andnottheotherwayround . Tolearnmore
aboutthepark' s history ,

take ' A Walk in Walt' s

Footsteps' one of severaltoursoperatedby
thepark .

It lasts threeand a halfhoursandcosts
£43pp ,includinglunch

(

00
1 7147814400

).

RichardGreen >
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QWhere
do I standthebestchance

of seeingwildotters in Britain?
SusheelAbbasi

, Nottingham

AIn
mostparts of theBritishIsles

,

otters
areshyandlargelynocturnal

,

and
thereforeverydifficult to

see . If youwant to

getreallygoodviewsrather thanjust a fleeting
glimpse , youshouldheadnorthandchoose
thewildercoasts

of
westScotland

particularlytheoffshore islands . Here
,
these

beautifulcreaturesaremucheasier to spot
thanriverottersastheir feeding is governedby
thetides

,

sothey' re oftenactivebyday .There
arearound500-600otters in theShetland
Isles

,

so
it'

s
a greatplace to

baseyourself. For

guidedotter-watching tourscontactShetland
Otters

(

01806577358 ,

www.shetlandotters.
corn

:

£125fortwopeople ).

110

"

40,

Onthewesternmainland
,

theMorvern
Peninsula

, oppositetheHebridean island of

Mull
,

is anothergoodotter-watching spot .And
theIsle of Skyehasplenty of unspoiltbeaches

,

aswellasanotterhaven at Kylerheaonthe
eastcoast

( www.forestry.gov.uk ).

You' re
mostlikely to

seeotters in late
autumnandwinterastherearefewerpeople
aroundto disturbthem . Lookoutfortheir
broad

,

five-toedwebbedfootprints ,

aswellas
dark

, oilydroppings their fishydietmeansyou
mightsmell thembeforeyouseethem and a

ring or trail of bubbles in thewater
,

whichmay
signalone is about to

surface .Becarefulnot
to disturb thesebashful animals :avoidwalking
alongtheshoreline

( theywillhearyour
footstepslongbeforeyouseethem

)
: stayput

in
a quietspot ;

anddon' t wearbrightclothing.
JonathanElphick

QEvery
Wimbledon

,

weplan to
book a

tennisholidaybutthisyearwe' re going
to do it! Wedon' t fancythebig-group
experience . Arethereanystylishproperties
thatoffer a bespokecoachingexperience?
BretFaulkner

, Surrey

AActive
Away (

08448842344
,

www.

activeaway.com ) organises tennisholidays
withtherenownedDavidLloydTennisClubsand
canbefound in manyMediterranean resorts.
Itsmostpopular is

thefive-starAldemarRoyal
MareVillageonCrete

,

where a weekcostsfrom

£779pp ,
halfboard

, including flightsfrom
Gatwick

,

fivegroupcoaching sessions and a

champagne-fuelled tournament . Thecompany
canalsoarrangeprivatelessonsherefrom£35
anhour .Individualhotelsthathaveexcellentnet

potentialincludeLaResidencia in Mallorca
(

00

34971639011 ,

www.hotel-laresidencia.com
) ,

whichhasthree-night packagesfrom£950pp ,

B&B
, includingonedinnerandthreehours of

privatelessons
,

butexcludingflights .Oryou
couldbringcostsdownbyoptingforitsgroup
clinics

( £14ppfor60mins
:
fivestudentsmax

).

TheSaniResort in
Halkidiki

,

Greece
(

0030
2374099400

,

www.sani-resort.com
;

doubles

`rrom£85
,
B&B

)
,

seton a naturereserve
,

alsohas

a greattennisacademythatoffersinstruction
either individually or withup to threeplayers ;

from£100ppforthree45-minuteprivate
sessions . A glamCaribbeanalternative is

thePat
CashTennisAcademy at Buccament BayResort

( www.harlequinhotelsandresorts.com :
doubles

from£199
,

B&B
)

on St Vincent ,

whichopens in

July .TheformerWimbledonchamp willhost
severalclinicseachyear ; pricesvarydepending
onhowmuchA-listtennisadviceyourequire.
Susan d

'

Arcy

Consultourexperts :write to TheTravelPanel
,

TheSundayTimesTravelMagazine ,

Level 4

,

1 PenningtonStreet
,

LondonE981ST
,

or sendanemail to :travelmagGsundaytimes.co.uk.
Unlessyoustateotherwise

,

wewillassumeyouarehappyforyourquestion to beprinted. PHOTOGRAPHS

:
GETTY

,

PHOTOLIBRARY

,
LAIF

/

CAMERAPRESS
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