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RUSSIA
 

Revolutionary orregal?
 
Groups heading to Russia can opt for the intrigue ofMoscow or ornate Sf Petershurg. By Ben LerwiU 

~loscow StPetersburg 

The 233-room SW~:S6::~~~a~n~'e'~0~:1~-:~!E~:e'~iv:-star ~-:a:: ~~t:l ~::'ope has j.
corporate appeal, while its location close to celebrated its 135th anniversary, and once 
Red Square is a boon for incentive groups. played host to the likes of Dostoevsky and 
Elsewbere, the Hilton Leningradskaya is Strauss. The 388-room Carinthia St 
notable for occupying one of the city's 'Seven Petersburg is younger, but its two 19th­
Sisters' towers and offers 273 rooms. century buildings ensure a period feel. 

VENUES 

ICCA member, Expocentre, is a respected The waterside Lenexpo Fairgrounds otTers Grand Hotel 
venue for conventions and exhibitions and the largest event venue in the region - the Europe statelyfive­
enjoys a central location on the banks of the main hall can host 2,800 delegates. The star retreat 
Moskva River. The smaller T-Modul more central Petrocongress otTers a choice 
Exhibilion Hall will again bost the Moscow of modern meeting facilities, with a main 
International MICE Forum. space suitable for up to 280 theatre-style. 

RESTAURANTS 

High-end groups will find a natural fit at For foodies, it doesn't get much more 
,;~.,,~~! the famed Cafe Pusbkin which, at a price, enticing than Staraya Tamozhnya witb its 

revives the atmosphere of imperial Russia. French-edged cuisine, although it can also '1-);'$':"
."" 1~.·' ~'~ .. Close by, Turandot specialises in Chinese arrange vodka-tastings. The Taleon Club, 
'. • t<- '. and Japanese dishes, but is as noteworthy at the Taleon Imperial Hotel, is renowned ! ,':, ">,.,., 

for its opulent interior design. for its Sunday brunch. '1.'it,':" "":,, ',' 
."
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.. INCENTIVES . ' 'i~ 
' ,.

'~' ~'.'I. ." 
.... .J." .. _ . ~ The appeal ofMoscow lies in the thrill of St Petersburg is either a winter wonderland '.,1,' ~_ '*',.~ .. ,;·!:1t.b.... _ • seeing its historical set pieces, but activities or a summer backdrop. Its canals are ideal 

I ~.4 
range from firing Kalashnikovs, cosmonaut for cruises, while the Hermitage museum 

• , .1lI 

training, to river cruises, Meanwhile, the Le hosts one of Europe's great collections, ----'" Meridien Moscow Country Club, is home to Elsewhere, there's everything from quad­
Good location Russia's sole 18-hole championship course. biking, the ballet to private train charters, 
Swiss6tel Krasnye 
Holmy Overleaf the latest developments, and event planners weigh up the appeal of both cities 
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