
WHAT TO DO 
Stay out late Make the 
most of the gorgeous White 
Nlghts_ The RUSSian winter 
IS never tllat far off. after all. 
See a concert or ballet 
If not at the Marlinsky. then 
at the Mlkhailovsky, which 
IS almost as good. and does 
RUSSian claSSICS such as 
The Nutcracker. Spartacus 
and Sleeping Beauty. 
Get out of town Take a tnp 
to the Imperral summer 
reSidences. Tsarskoye Selo 
IS pretty. and the fountains 
at the palaces of Peterhof. 
Imown as ·the Russian 
Versailles'. are amazing. 

the Marllnsky Theatre Not a 
bad place for a pre-theatre 
plua or plate of pasta. About 
£35 for two Without wine 
Suliko. 6 Kazanskaya ulilsa 
(00 7 812 314 7373). 
Lively Georgian restaurant 
In a basement. It IS not 
r'rluch to look al. but the 
service IS friendly ancl 
the food authentiC. Try the 
shashhk and khachapuri 
cheese bread. and the 
Saperavt red ')vlne. About 
:30 for two Without wine 
Tandoor. 2 Voznesensky 

Tospekt (00 78123123886). 
A good Indian restaurant run 
and patrOnised by Indians. 
At least tWice as expenSIVI 

as It would be In the UK. 
but that IS the norm II 
St Petersburg. The food IS 
good and spicy. and th 
portions generous About 
£40 for two Without wine 

EAT & DRINK 
ost restaurants do a 
uSlness lunch'. which IS 

usually very good value 
compared to the a-Ia·carte 
evening prices. 
Cafe Botanika. 7 Pestelya 
ulltsa (00 78122727091: 
·.,'/ww.cafebotarlika.ru). 
Right opposite the strange­
Stieglitz Museum IS an even 
stranger thlrlg: a RUSSian 
vegetanan restaurant. Tllere 
IS a huge range of teas. 
plus superjulces With name 
like 'Horsepower' (carrot. 
apple and horseradish). 
Dinner for two Without wine. 
about £12 
L'Europe. Grand Hotel 
Europe. Nevsky Prospekt 
(007812329 6000: """''tW. 
grandhoteleurope.com) 
QUite pOSSibly the best 
restaurant In RUSSia. worth 
visiting just for ItS amaZing 
Art Nouveau Illtenor. Go 
for the Tchalkovsky night 
on a Fnday. which features 
a chamber orchestra and 
a tiny ballet. or for the 
lazz bn.lnch on a Sunday. 
Unlimited buifct brunch and 
drrnks. about £180 fOI' two 
Fasol. 17 Gorokhovaya ulltsa 
(00 7 812 571 0907). 
A stylish cafe not far from 
Stlsaac's Cathedral. which 
serves tradillonal RUSSian 
food. About £18 for two 
Without win 
Mozzarella Bar. 64 nab 
Kanala Gnboyedov 
(00 7 812 310 6454). 
A SWish Italian-style cafe 
and restaurant not far from 

BUR(I THE LOWDOWN~T prT~' ~ 
GETTING THERE 
BA (08444 930787­
wwwba.com) files to 5t 
Petersburg from Heathrow. 
Rossiya (w\ovw.pulkovo.rul 
en) flies ttlere from Gatwlck. 
Audley Travel (01993 
838000: www.audleytravel. 
com) offers tailor-made 
itlneranes In Russia. and 
can organise visas. gUides 
and other tounst services. 
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STAY 
Grand Hotel Europe, 
Nevsky Prospekt. 1 7 
Mlkhallovskaya (0845 077 
2222. w\Nw.grandhoteleurope 
com). Deeply luxunous. 
hlstonc hotel. Tchalkovsky 
honeymooned here: 
Dostoycvsky often popped 
In. Its restaurant. L'Europe 
(see Eat & Dnnk). serIes 
fantastic haute RUSSian 
cUISine. The best suites 
are on the 'Histonc Floor'. 
overlooking Arts Square. 
DoubleS from 17,228 roubles 
(about £360) 
Hotel Astoria. 39 Bolshaya 
Morska)/a. SI Petersburg 
(00 7 812 494 5757: ,,-mw. 
thehotelastona.com). Stylish 
turn-ofothe-century hotel 
near the Hemlilage. Sip 
cocktails In the Kalldlnsky 
Bar (which has a genuine 
Kandlnsky painting) or eat 
RUSSian pelmem (a kind of 
dumpling) In the Rotonda 
Lounge. The suites. named 
after RUSSian composers. 
all command stupendous 
Views of St lsaac's Cathedral. 
Doubles from about £175 
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YOU AIlE more than six feet tall and can grow a 
moustache, then there is work to be had 
as a Peter the Great impersonator. ll1ey are 

as numerOuS and unlooky-likey as the Elvises 
in Vegas. I saw two within yards of each other in 
the Peter and Paul Fortress: <md another Peter, 
accompanied by an anachronistic and improperly 
slender Catherine the Great, is often to be seen 
loitering on Palace Square. TIl is is where you join 
the queue for the Hermitage, for many visitors tJle 
city's primary attraction. It is indeed a spectacular 
collection of world art. and perhaps the most 
astonishing thing about it is its almost overwhelming 
size. 11 has been estimated that if you were to 
spend every day there, and devote 15 seconds to 
each artefact, it would take almost five years to 
look at all the holdings. As it is. when you go on a 
guided tour. you can easily lose a precious hour 
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his high-born murderers dumped him, bound 
and bootless, in the freezing River Neva. 

An earlier murder is marked 011 the ballks of 
the Moika. Here stands the Saviour on the Blood, 
a gingerbread church with glazed sugar-candy 
domes that is a 19th-century reinterpretation of 
5t Basil's in Moscow, It marks the spot where 
TSar Alexander II had his legs blown off by a 
revolutionary's bomb. ll1c cobblcstones where his 
blood gathered arc preserved inside, underneath 
an ornate marble canopy. This church, recently 
restored, has become the pre-eminent symbol of 
the city, though its style is totally at odds with 
almost every other building within tbe FOl1tanka. 
Rut every visitor gravitates to it. and then on to the 
large souvenir market on the square behind, where 
there is a lively trade in traditional lacquer boxes. 

Some of the prettiest bridges in St Petersburg 
punctuate the Moika, like commas in a meandering 
entence.111ere is the Lantern Bridge with its large 

hanging lamps on scrolled pediments; the Kissing 
Bridge, which due to the flow of traffic is less 
romantic than the Postal Bridge - a tiny wood-and­
wrought-iron crossing that is constantly patrolled 
by expectant young men armed with wilting 
carnations, A lazy and thoroughly enjoyable way to 
see the bridges, and the city as a whole, is to take a 
boat trip. TIlere are many companies offering 
waterborne tours but by far the most stylish option 
is to hire the Kmarina, a fabulous ljttle Venetian 
speedboat that operates out of the Grand Hotel 
Europe. You pootle gently up and down all thee 
main canals, enjoying canapes and a glass of 
Champagne as you go. ll1en you emerge onto the 
broad Neva and bounce at tOp spced a mile or 
so upstream and back again. If the captain is in 
playful mood, he steers the boat at full tilt directly 
towards the Palace Embankment. managing to 
thread the boat at high speed through the little 
archway that leads to the Winter Canal. a needle's 
eye in the granite wall. 

" ~ o 
" 
~ 
~ 


