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Where to stay...
COPACABANA
PALACEHOTEL
TheCopacabanaPalace

,

bottomright ,

built in

1920
,

wasforyearsthe
onlyhotel in Rio . Then a

fewotherbigswingers ,

aswellasboutique
littlenumbers

,
started

snapping at itsheels
. But

theCopahasregrouped.
Over

a yearago ,

it gave
a newlease of life to

itsbar
,

whichwasalways
aninstitutionand is

onceagainthesnazziest

drinkingspot in the
city. With fibre-optics
and a goldenfloor

,

it'
s old-schoolmeets

new : wonderfully
expensive , veryinsider
andtheplace to find
MileyCyrus ,

Kate
Moss

, right ,

Robert
PattinsonandKristen
Stewartdrinking
cocktailswith
goldleafand
caviarwellintothe
earlyhours.

Rio is goingthroughtheroof.
Havingjustdiscoveredtheworld '

s

third-largestoilreserveoffitscoast
,

it' s enjoying a once-in-a-lifetime
boom

.
TheOlympicsandtheWorld

Cuparecoming ,

theunderground
andthebuildingsaregetting a

faceliftandeveryone' s feelingfrisky
including theboys in theMichael

Robertswhite-fashionstory ,

above.

Panamahat
,

£45
, byPachacuti

,

at Net-a-Porter

Where
to hangout...

LEBLONBEACH
TheMayfair of Rio .

If you' re
a big

hedgefunder whocanchoosewhere
youwant

to live
, youchooseRioover

SaoPaulobecause thelifestyle is better
andLeblon

,

left
,

because it' s thecoolest
spotbyfar. Here

, amonglovelysquares ,

arethebestbarsandrestaurants . Most
importantly, you' re at thesmartestend

of IpanemaBeach . Everyone bangson
aboutPostoNove

,

but it' s Leblonwhere
theproperlybeautifulBrazilians hang
out . VisitShoppingLeblon

,

thebest
onestop in thecity ,

whichsellslocaldesigners
CarlosMieleandthewonderfulOsklen.
Thendrinkespressosandeatcakes
allmadewithgloriouslysweetdulce

deleche catchingglimpses of thesea
beyondthetree-linedstreets.

FASHIONABLETRAVEL
/ -

Rubber flip-flops ,

£16
, byHavaianas

Who
to know...

DEHOUCHE
In 2003

, havingnosedaround
everytinyvillageanddriven
downeverydustytrack

in

Brazil
,
recruitmentmanPaul

IrvineandbankerHenry
Maddenabandoned theirday
jobsandsetupDehouche

,

a

travelcompanyfocusingon
thebest of secretSouth
America . Theybecamefriends
withinteresting peoplewho
ownedtinyhotelsandhad
light-aircraft companies.
Helpedbyword of mouth

,

theysuddenlyhadhugeclients
withastonishingdemands

theymanaged to meet
,

and

Crochet-knit playsuit ,

£485
, byMissoni

,

at Net-a-Porter

Plasticsunglasses ,

£85
, byPolaroid

Crew
,

at
MrPorter

everythingsnowballed.

Charming ,
well-connectedand

ahead
of thecrowd

, they
nowhaveoffices in Rioand
BuenosAiresandcover
Uruguay , Argentina ,

Chile
,

Peru
,

BoliviaandColombia.
Thehead of saleshas a double
first fromOxford . ' It'

s weird
,'

saysPaul
,

' butwefindit

amazinglyeasy to recruitfor
thiscompany'
BOOK

IT Dehouche

(

dehouche . corn or 0871284
7770

) organisesRio'
s chicest

breaks . Pricesfrom12,142 a

person , includingclub-class
BAflightsandsevennights at

theCopacabanaPalace.
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