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R.ick: TVarren, A'merica's mostfamous pastor; is fiiends with US president,s, rock s'ta.rs and u'oTld leaders.
 

But 'ù; the time right.for his brand ofsunlit Californian evangelis'm to tTavel to Europe? Rob Blackhurst reports
 

l 
t's a cloudless summer Sunday and 
the vast parking lots are fillillg early 
al SaddIeback Church in Lake For­
est, 50 IlÙles south of Los Angeles. 
New SUVs, guided by marshals, 

queue for the best spots before theil' occu, 
pants spill out happily into the sunshine, 
heading for a huge auditorium. 

They make their way up imposing steps, 
pasl palm trees and crystal-clear waterfalls 
tumbling down artificial rocks, The child­
ren's play area has a stream that parts like 
the Red Sea, courtesy of t\\'o imisible plas­
tic sheet~ On a neal'by hillock a replica of 
Jesus's tomb has a hydraulic stone lhat cau 
be l'oTIed away. 

The Saddleback campus, opelled in 1992, 
has the eighth-Iargest congregation of any 
churcb in thE' United States - expanding 
from its first gatherillg of 200 in a hi~h­
school gym in Easter 1980 to a curren! 
average weekly attendance of 17,500. 

Inside. the only relJgious symbol is a 
wouden cross and, during the service, there 
is no communion and none of the famllïar 
litùrgy lnstead, lhera's slickly executed 
Christian rock [rom a live band 

Saddleha('k's founder is Rick Warren, 57 
the: US's most famous pastor. He bounds 
across the stage wearing hL~ trademark 
goalee, a l"Jlack T-shirt. Converse trainers 
and jeans. He is preaching about self-examl' 
nation: "If YOU'Te doing somethmg that's 
messing up yoUf marriage or destroying 
your finances, lt's bcc.ause there lS sorne 
kind of emotional pay-off 1 dou't know 
wbat il is - ma}'be it's to mask yom pain, 
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other churches in southem California, 
streamed online and available via an 
iPhone app, 

Wanen encourages bis nock to )oin a 
"small group" four or five people meeting 
for Bible study in the1J' homes each weck 
Tt 15 this sruaU-scale personalisatioll tbat 
helps the Saddlebark megachw'ch brand to 
retain tbe loyalty of members. lt iS a fran­
chise where local initiative is encouraged. 
provlding members follow the programme 
of scripture and study drawn up at BQ, 

AU gooà brands need a IlÙssiol1 state­
ment or a maniJesto. Warren's break, 
through to a mass 8udlence came in 2002 
with The PlIrpnse fln'ven Lite. His book 
descnbes itself as a "40-day spiritual jour­
ney for Christian living in the 2151 cen­
(ury'. Though he rejeets descriptions of lt 
as a "seIf-heJp book" [or the rehgious, il iS 
renumscent of the genre, \v:ith its folksy 
prose and short chapters. lt reassures those 
with busy lives tbat they can conver!';e \Vith 
Gad "while shopping, driving 01' worldng" 
and th<1t e\'eryday tasks can be devoted to 
God includingtnkmg out the trasll", 

Warren says: "There's not a new idca in 
[itJ tbat hasn't been said in 2,000 years of 
history. It's been said ail before. If 1 had a 
15-word sentence, how could 1 sa}' H in 
nine? Ho\'; can 1 say it in five?" 

WàITen'S revolutionarv tache was to 
bypass bookshops and market the book 
directly to evangelicaJ Amelica, through i15 
churches, It hecame a classic word·of· 
mouth success: it has sold more thall 30m 
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·vers of 
fan Hu,rgreaves '<:lunple. ' the 1.l1tinz,ate epi,c'llrean (,'1UÙie - a blend qj'i'rulole1lce, ùululgence and tlu,fine:t wine. in Burgun.(~~ 

T
he, igll tell, you nolhing, AI fil" 1 gl'ower lo desltnl a week 01 menus a'i fine 
g] nce, it could be warning you as Ih grands crus tbemselves, taking in 
off a l"ai1way track. On inspec­ escargots, scallops, lobster and a superb 
tion. it ays, m Ellghsb "Many filet de boeuf. On lh la. t day 1 he Leach 
people 'om to visit this 'ite and me how 0 prepar duck br a t in a jus of
 

wc understand. We ask you nevertheless to cassis, a dlvlllcnd enjoyabIe long aner the
 
remam on Ihe road and r que t that under holiday. On the ne eveuin~ we dine fJ the
 
no conmtioll you nier lu vineyard. Thank 00' t, w ar b'llests <Jt Ihe Dl'lJuhin Laroz
 
you for your campI 1 nsiou," vmeyard. Hel'e we teast on wlld boar shot
 

WlIat lies b YOlld is anythjng bul rou­ by Philipp Drou1li.n, th ,tat manag r.
 
tille We are on the edge of the four-acre Th esseutial magie of lh barge is ils
 
Romanee-Conti vmeyard and lookmg at ease. You can choo' to »l11ow 1Il Ils com­

land wortb $Im per squar metn. Onn' fort or, .tt any lock, tep off la l'yel , walk,
 
these ~apes are pressed, V1mfied and k pt, run or explore 'l'he country ide ranges
 
each bottl will he priccd 'olnf'wher 111 th betw en boalyard Junk and uttprly
 
r gion f no,ooo. 'harming, Wh Il w wake in th . !Dorning,
 

This Roly Grail animates th party of the gTeen wat rlin lap two lllches lwlow
 
elght on board the Amaryllis, a Iu.xury our cahlll port-hale we ~ 1 Iike l'rogs n
 
barge cruismg 80 mile by canal and riv r a liIy pad. For tho e wilh trades II make III
 

between DIjOn and Salllt Uger, allording farawav places, mobile phone connectiVlty
 
its fortuuate passengers the opporturuty to n VCI falt l'S,
 

sampI ail 3.1 gr,U1d crus of the Burgundy Tbert' is, thollgh, the 'lu lion of th
 
region. Earlier Ibis year the ~,.reat traveI other guests If you arc thl"' bost of a
 
writer Paul Therou wrotc in Ihe 1''1' Ihal floatmg hou party, \' 11 ilia ' y III'
 

a r 'n v 1 v 1 0
 
cult trip, l'ven better an Ql'deal". l am not Our warm p belllIlB lU Pan. with a
 
bidding fOi Ihe Therot!.:' priz . night al the bangrt La Il t l, Ihe Hong
 

We are. bowev l', almo t plone rs. Ours Kong group' Irst venture ln Europe
 
is on1 the spc-ond Grand ,ru Cruise under­ Located in th!' Palals Jéna. Ol1tl' borne ta
 
taken by An Ht in Pranc , a family busi­ apolcoll BlJnilpart 's grand'lIephew, the
 
ne s bougbt by Orient·EJ press in 2004 that hotel affers fine vlew a r . the S hw lo
 
is now "plonnl!' lbematic lours for ils Cive the Eifle) Tower, and fuses Aslall dehcacv
 
Frel1l h barges to "upplement the "f1oatlng wiLh French dlspJay.
 
hou l' parly" mainstay of the bu mess, lIere th' mmibus coll ct U' :md we
 

The Amaryllis is il nie boat At 39m, meel four fellow baryistes' aIl Americans
 
the hull only just queez s lhrough sorne and good Cri nds witll ea 'h oth!'r. By the
 
lacks on lhe wnterway system that con­ imc w stop for corfee, wc have the plC­


nect c ntraJ France with th M mt rra­ lure: Bob and Jean. who have planted Iheir
 
ncan. Tltat creates scope for four lal'g l'ab· own \ 'neyard i.n 1 Il sylvania, have
 
ins, which are cornfortablc iu l'very detal!. mvited Jal' and Jan to JOlll them In seurch
 
On a damp day, the barg al ni. as cosy of the famed R man onti wme.
 
as a country ottag. Wben the sim shmes, When w l't'ach Dijon, our parly 1. corn·
 
it's Bk sitting 10 a meadow Wlth a swim pl tf'. A British WOlllan, who has Just dIS­

ming pool. c ver cl that the tnp is focused on win,
 

An unfussed crew of six shadow, th says she chose to cel brate h 1 birthday in 
ight guests' preferences with unerring tbis way becausc sbe trusted Onent­


Instinct, whether proposing a game of Express to tleliver cmnforl, p a and, on
 
pétanqne on the gravel towpath or fi ing a Ibe waterways.. cio' ne' to l};jture Her
 
round of golf in Beatln . candinaVlan husband was expC(.i.lll~ a olf
 

am Pring, lin Austl'alian her who tms boliday but 1.' delighted 10 find himself
 
sbarl'd a kltcben wiih Rick Stein in Corn­ among the grands cru:>. H ha,; a C' 11' l' in
 
wall, ha worked Wlth th r glOn's Will • L ndon, devoted chiefly to bordeaux, blU'­

•
Wlne
 

ils 

'l'h 1 fir~t 'v nÎll.g, Jean talks ta me 
about how . he and Bob. city folk. 
have worked lb ir own gl'ound as wine­
growcrs on a holdm. onC" bequeathed ta 
Villi m Pellll, Lhe mate's found r, She 

uilks too ab ut Ramant' Conti - Ih rli­
max of our trip, day SLX, 15 to he a bottle of 
tlu .. a r Ù Wlll • 

Ja qui Morri 'on, ur day two Wlll 
exp ri, 1S rull of ViVld hisLorical anecdotes, 
as 11 as 1 r OWI1 hlgbly dlsru sable asso­
'iati ns for each Will Wlth fi1m tan; or 
other celebnhes Su one wme is a Gerard 
Depardieu, .motller org :I oey, a lhirtl 
Grace Kelly. 

On day throc. th re's a Illich. Jean bas il 
bu 'ine s ('J1si: and musl ny home UI ue. 
mOnllllg 'l'he crew adapl plan for our 
r11l1l1er at Drouhm l..aroze ta indude a 1972 
Romanee-Couti. long WiUl .Ill almosl 
qUdlly pnz La rach J :.!. Sa. jw t over 

We al e looklng al lan wort l 
$lm p t square metr e. each 
boUle will b pnced in the 
region of 5:.10,000 
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Ch u 
du Clos·' 
de Vou 

F A 

1 
Int Léger­

sur-Dheu 

Vlnblge The Amaryllis leal/es 
the town of Chalon sur­

a ne. top. Clockwise fron 
mie ul n 

barre _the Château du Clos 
de Vougeot and its entrance 
i d.Jdhem I\laJldrv 

halI·wa lbrou h our and cm advenlur , 
w dIV rt tu Ult! hip' cpicurean surnmil 

There • re ed~ moments to come. The 
Amaryllis bllspltalït team 1: present in 
fan at thr vin y rd 10 help wlth mnner. 
As tlle big WIll\:)' appear, everyone looks to 
Philippe Dmuhm who .Ip, the La Tùd\P 
an 1 d lar ")) n't drink t yet - il'. 
l'la ed," A nervous l'i IlIlllutes Iator. wc are 
, vOllring tlll' IVlll' perl;lI IV' 111 Il Ity. 
The H mllll! ont prov mor pmblem· 
atic. QUlQl1 open 'fI arh ri i" ha.' decli.ned 
t n -pnnd cnth 1 tH" Il 1 it nrst COll 

lan Hargreaves ravelled as a guest of Afloat 
ln France (www.afloatintrance.com).Th 
Grand Cru CnJlse costs trom .E6.675 per 
persan, includlng Eurost r from London, one 
nlght at the Shangn'La ln pans and SIX on 
board Am ryllls, with meals. wines, ours, 
tastln s nd transfers Amaryllis. whlch 
sleeps up to elght, can also he privat Iy 
chartered tram .5:37,200 for SIX nights. 
The names of lan Hargreav 5' telfow 
passengers have been changed. 




