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A barge converted
into a hotel cruises
through Burgundy

EUROPEAN & WORLDWIDE

HOLIDAYS.

byRAIL™

4 NIGHTS FROM £479

A journey by rail is a wonderful way to see a destination — sit back
and relax as your train cuts through rolling countryside and bustling
cities or journeys alongside scenic coastal routes, Our collection
includes trips aboard elegant steam trains and the luxurious Venice
Simplon-Orient-Express.
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From more than 35 holidays, you can choose to discover the UK,
travel across Europe or even cross continents. And when you need
them, our expert guides are there, but they give you plenty of time to
make your own discoveries. So let the world come to you with Page
& Moy Journeys by Rail.

CALL OR GO ONLINE TO REQUEST YOUR
COPY OF THE JOURNEYS BY RAILBROCHURE

) 0800 987 5086

pageandmoy.co.uk/rail
PABTA oOr text ranl to 60006
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A boat trip through Burgundy
could be the world s poshest

booze Cruise, says Fiona Sims

or wine buffs, pinot
noir has a special
allure that sets it apart
from other grape
varieties, partly
because it is so
difficult to grow.
Burgundy, in France,
isits spiritual home, but of all
the wine regions in the world,
Burgundy is the most difficult
to get your head around — not
least because of its complicated
wine classification system.
Oryou could just go there
and see it for yourself. One look
at the patchwork of vineyards,

SCENIC WELSH RAILWAYS

4 nights from £479

Departures from July-August 2011

THE SOUTH OF FRANCE

7 nights from £735

Departures from July-September 2011

THAILAND TO SINGAPORE

16 nights from £1939

Departures from May-November 2011
and February-November 2012
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with their minute geological
nuances, will explain far more
than a back label. And one taste
direct from the barrel will open
up a whole new world of
understanding. But who wants
to drive themselves around a
wine region where the police
are poised with breathalysers?
Orient-Express has come up
with a far more civilised answer
— a booze cruise to beat them
all. Oh yes. Wine-lovers on the
Grand Cru cruise travel on a
hotel barge, with an on-board
chef, bicycles for the hardy and
even a swimming pool.

The six-night trip weaves its
way towards Dijon on an
80-mile route along the Canal de
Bourgogne, the mighty River
Saone and the Canal du Centre,
With room for just eight
passengers, it movesata
jogger's pace, leaving plenty of
time to take in the famous
Burgundy appellations, with
their pud\et -sized vineyards set
in emerald green rolling hills,
past Romanesque churches and
monasteries, and picture-
perfect stone-built villages
perched on limestone
escarpments.

And get this: you'll taste
every single one of the 33 grands
crus along the way — so your
party will sample £25,000-worth
of wine during your time on
board. A bargain, you'll soon
convince yourself,

Add to that the
accompanying wine experts,
visits to four family-owned
vineyards that aren’t normally
open to the public, and gourmet
dinners enjoyed both on board
and on land. These include
Loiseau des Vignes, which takes
its name from Bernard Loiseau’s
Michelin three-star restaurant,
and a traditional Burgundian
meal cooked by Christine
Drouhin-Laroze, of Domaine
Drouhin-Laroze.

Holding your hand
throughout is the wine expert
and Burgundian bon viveur
Jean-Pierre Cropsal who, when
not explaining the intricacies of
Burgundy wine production and
classification, doubles upasa
public relations consultant for
important Burgundy producer
Maison Joseph Drouhin (yes,
you do visit here too).

In a nutshell, this classic
French region is home to three
famous grape varieties, which
all make benchmark wines —
silky strawberry-ish pinot noir,
intense, nutty chardonnay, and
juicy, fruity gamay, the grape of
Beaujolais.

Red Burgundy is the most
difficult wine in the world to
make well. This is a relatively
northern wine-growing region
where full ripeness is often a
gamble, where hail can strike at

any time, and where spring
frosts are always a danger.

Pinot noir is multi-cloned,
thin-skinned, rot-prone and
virus susceptible, and its
vinification regularly teeters on
the edge of failure. Chardonnay-
based white Burgundy is easier
to produce, yet it's still all too
easy Lo mess things up. But
w'hen it's good, it's jaw-
dropping, and the prices reflect
that.

The uniqueness of Burgundy
is rooted the complexity of its
geology, with startling
differences between grapes
grown in close proximity. Red
Burgundy varies from light,
perfumed, redcurrant fruit from
villages like Santenay, to full,
sturdy, blackberry fruit from the
likes of Gevrey Chambertin and
Pommard. The best white
Burgundy achieves great
structure, from the graceful,
intricate, lush Meursault to the
flinty Puligny- and Batard-
Montrachet.

You'll get a sense of all that
when you visit the cellars.
There's nothing like a guided
tour of a winery to bring the
experience alive, especially
when the owner is your host
— Laurent Ponsot promises to
escort you around his cellar in
Morey-St-Denis, while Madame
Drouhin-Laroze will guide you
around hers in Gevrey
Chambertin, You will even get
to taste direct from the barrel.

And there are hundreds of
years of experience behind each
precious bottle, “It goes back to
the early Middle Ages, to the
monks who controlled the
vineyards," says Cropsal. “They
created the first wine
classification system in the
history of viticulture. Burgundy
is the father of terroirs, We've
got the most precious square
metres on this earth. And we
never get bored of boeuf
Bourguignon.”

The Grand Cru cruise starts at
£5,800pp and departs July 17 and 24
on the Amaryllis barge, which sleeps
eight. All meals, wine, tastings and
tours are included, 0845 077222 or
orient-express.com




Exclusively for subscribers

THE LATEST
FROM TIMES+

Every weekend in The Sunday Times, we give you a
taste of the offers and benefits available to Times+
members. Today, you can get a discount on Eurostar
ski train fares and save money on a week-long
Champneys Fit Camp. The complete selection of offers
is on our website.

So how do you join Times+? Simply subscribe to The
Times and The Sunday Times. You will receive Times+ as
part of your package — so, as well as the best journalism
in the business, you will get access to an ever-changing
range of wonderful events, offers and extras.

For full details of all the offers and benefits available to
Times+ members, visit the website at mytimesplus.co.uk

'HOWTOJOIN

ﬂmwr is-exclusively for subscribers. Register niow for
thetimes.couk and get your first 30 days for only E1.

Youl then enjoy all the members’ benefits of Times+
for a whole month.
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Fon full tesmes and conditions on all offers, visit mtimesplus.co.uk

THESUNDAY TIMES

The steeple at Aloxe-
Corton, left, and the
pinot noir harvest

SAVE 25% ON EUROSTAR

Times+ members can receive 25% off
the cost of Eurostar ski train fares from
London St Pancras International and
Ashford International to MoUtiers and
Bourg St Maurice.

This discount is valid on direct ski
train services running in the 2010-201
season and fares available at the time
of booking.

For full details and to claim your
discount, visit mytimesplus.co.uk H

thesundaytimes.co.uk

Foodie tours

New for 2011 from Just You,
which specialises in holidays
for single travellers, the
Kerala escorted tour gives
cooks the chance to learn
about south Indian cuisine.
The 11-day holiday includes
visits to a crab farm and spice
and coconut plantations, as
well as a home cooking
demonstration hosted by food
consultant Nimmy Paul.
Departures on May 12,
September 8, October 6 and
27 and November 10, from
£1,735pp including flights,
accommodation, transfers,
excursions, a welcome drink
and a farewell get-together,
Call 0800 112 3311 or visit
justyou.co.uk.

Gourmet skiers can combine
their interests in the Italian
Alps, on guided five-night
trips organised by Dolomite
Mountains. Days of skiing,
nights in upmarket mountain
huts or plush hotels and a
helicopter excursion to the
Marmolada glacier are all
included — as are dinner at
the wonderful Rifugio Fuciade
above the Passo San
Pellegrino and a tour of
mountain huts in the Alta
Badia which have
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The Dolomites

collaborated with Michelin-
starred chefs from the region
to produce dishes showcasing
local ingredients, The pext
tour runs March 21-26, with
departures next season on
December 11, February 4 and
Mareh 11, 2012, From
£2,200pp, excluding flights,
Call 0039 0436 7320 or visit
dolomitemountains.com.

CHAMPNEYS FIT CAMP

Times+ members can enjoy a fabulous 30%
off the cost of Champneys Fit Camp.
The package includes seven nights'

| accommodation, all meals, three
Thalassotherapy sessions, twormassages,
one Detox Wrap and one Salt Scrub -

all for £695pp.

This discount applies to Champneys
Henlow, Bedfordshire on July 23-30, 2011,

To book your place, visit

mytimesplus.co.uk

CHAMPNEYS

SEE THE WORLD AT MYTIMESPLUS.CO.UK




